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THE POLITICAL EXAMINER. 


Perty is the madness of many for tlie gain ofa few. Pops. 
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PROPOSED DESPOTIC MEASURES. 
[RESUMED FROM Last WEER.| 
— 
Stn¢e writing our last number, the time for the Operation 
of these degrading Bills has been limited to five years. 
But let no man be deceived by this apparent concession. 
In the first place, give the Boroughmongers such a power 
as this for five yeats: and in the course of those five years, 
despotism may be so gathering styength as to continue them 
for five more or fifteen, We were going to say fifty or a 
hundred ; but a shallow tyranny cannot run on at that rate 
now-a-days; though it ‘might cost a stream of blood to 
stop it. Again, these Parliamentary traders have’ their 
tricks like others, They are like the Jéws‘in the streets; 


to say nothing of many Christians in-doors. ‘They | 


reckon upon getting a scandalous profit at any rate; but 
in order to secure it, they make an enormous demand in 
the first instance; and then allow it to be beaten: down, 
till their imaginary concessions enable the impudent rogies 
to put on an air of appeal to the delicacy of the pur- 
chaser, “ I should not get my bread, Sir, if I took less.” 
“ Gentleren, the country is ruined if we concede further.” 

Respecting the Bill noticed in our last, the Morning 
Chronicle has well observed, that a single fodividaat 
employed expressly to miaké the Meeting irregular, may 
put an end to it, or subject the whole assembly to the 
dreadfu) penalties of the Act. And if hired agents are not 
the miscreants who do this, are there not everywhere to be 


selves to Ministers, will volunteer their services, and in- 
trude themselves: where they bave no right, for the purpose 
of exciting confesion?”..-— . 7 
Then with sespect to’ the limited numbers. ‘Triekery 
may interfere, with respect to numbers as easily as with re- 
spect to strangers. The Magistrates, for instance, wish to 
interfere as at Manchester :—they say there are 100 many 
persons. preseat:—they set about counting them (no easy 
matter) ina hasty way; and at the first obstacle they meet 
with, they dissolve the assembly as fiotous;—to say no- 
thing of a few “ layal-exeesses” pevliaps by the-way, such 
as ordering the military to: charge, and cutting down men, 
women; and cbildsen, Agaia it-was Well observed by 
Mr. Semele Peansow at Manchester, that if all 
England could be present ima Court of Justice, it had a 
rigbt to be, Upon the same principle, if gil"Englaad cou'd 
assemble and hear aman make an address to bis country- 
men, it has aright to-farm one gigantic multitude. «We 


allow that great Present an aspect of alarming 
physical powet; but 9 een, and in what 
sort of times? Have not the Governors ing physical 


power in their bands? Have not the Ministers.at this very 
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moment a most alarming and unconstitutional physical 
power at their service (or supposed to be so) in the shape 
ofa Standmg Army? Now it és part of the very essence 
of the British Constitution, that the people should have a 
set-off against despotic chanecs of this nature; and the set- 
off consists"in thetr conscious ability to oppose the aspect of 
their own physical power to those who would overawe them 
with their's. If this is not the fact, then the acteal popular 
balance, and the popular right of resistance (a doctrine 
not disputed, even at this moment, or rather a doctrine 
kept out of sight) are mere words; and freedom is to live 
and breathe at the discretion of the Governors. Either it 
must be conceded that the people may in some’ instances 
resist physically, or they may not. If they may ot, thea 
all that hasever been said about the right of resistance and 
the succession of the House of Brunswick, is flat noa- 
sense. If they may, what better or calmer mode of using 
their physical force can be adypted, as one more likely to 
prevent further extremities, than unlimited meetings of the 
people, especially if headed by those who ought to head 
them? 
This. brings us to the Minister's second and think 
measures. 
BILL 2p. 


ititary Training. ~—Training, with or without arms, avd all 
diiaee aoeeneee are to be prohibited. Meetings for such 
purposes are to be deglared illegal, aud Magistrates are to be 
empowered to disperse them at their discretion, “A distiiction 
will be made. between the drillers and the drilled.” The former 
wiil be liable, mot only jo fine and imptisonment, in common 
Witti the latter; bat also tO transportauon, if the Court shoutd 
see tit. : 

BILI. 3D, iis 

retion of Arms.—The third measnre will empower Magi- 
aete to oS for arms, ov evidenee whieh may afford n well 
grounded suspicion of their beiag in existence, and eojlected Jor 


found time-servers, who, in hopes of recommending them- some illegal purpose. This measure, for the present, will extend 
, * 


ly to the cousities where the Wateh aud Ward Act can be put 
inte effectt but it may be extended to others at the desire of-tive 
Lord Lieutenant ef any county. 

The demands made upon the first of these measures are 


a great deal too lightly conceded. Any military appear- 


ance on the part of the civil or popular power of Hagland 


is, we allow, an object of great and reasonable jealousy > 


and who does not know, and does not feel as certzio as he 
is of his’ own existenee, that in a state constitutionally aad 


happily adininistered, any body of men arming themselves, 


nd sti to be arming against the Goverament,. would 
Or ad Biiosdoes an aspect of rebellion, and be as 
easily’dispersed with contempt, ase flock of geese. But 
it is one of the most famous laws of the land, that every 
Englishwan shoul! bein possession of arms to defend him- 
self against UncOnstitational violence. Now we think:it ws 
Mr. Copzett who hes eee aoa great jagiom wh wns 

aning is this law, if the possessor arms 

pi 3 cua de to use them. — ei ere 
TLEREAGH’S argument, ia proposing these two measures was 
confined 10 this assertion s+ the system of waining and 
drilling is abhorrent to tbe British Constitution :” andebe 
followed up this pithy piece of information with annquncing, 
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that “ training with or without arms, Or teaching Wilitaky 
evolutions, of any kind, were to be severely punished,” 
But we repeat, how is the Britigh Constitation, t¢@ love ap 
Englishman's right of possessing arms, and yet-to abhor 
his learning how, to use. them? How. is he t0 learn bow 
to use them but in company with others? . And bow. then 
is this discipline worthy of severe punishment? Suppose a 
body of .Whigs. (or if this appears an extravagant case), 
supposea body of moderate practical Reformers regularly 
learning the use of arms in openday. ‘We conceive they 
wottld have quite as.much constitutional right to do so, as 
hired soldiery in a time of war; and much more constitu- 
tional right than any such men'io time of peace. Yet to 
such a pitch of habitual acquiescence in unconstitutional 
measures have the very best and freest minds in the House 
of Commons been brought, ‘that we are not aware of the 
mention of these obvious objections by one single Member. 
It is even omitted in the Westininster Resojutions, 


» »» BIEL 4rit. ; 

Delay of Trials for Misdemeanour,—Vhe fourth measure relates 
to the power which defendants indicted for misdemesnours now 
have, of putting off their trials, by traversing, for a period ax 
Joug (according to Lord Caustlefeagh) asa year and a half. ‘Phis 
right of traversing is to be anyulleds but a dixeretionary power 
is to be vested in Courts of Justice,-of poxtponing trials, opov 
good and siullicient cadse’ beitig shewn, is law is to extend to 
wt mimdemeasours, aud not merely to those of a political cha- 
ru ten. ' . 

Upon this formidable and most unjust proposition, all 
that the introducer of it says, iy thus reported: = =~ 

“The next poiutto which he begged to call the attention of 
the House, was the dilficulty which at pre-eut existed in bringing 
persons acevsed of misdemeanodr te trial, By the préexerit men- 
mute. ut Was intended that the parties should not be able to tra- 
Verst, bul must go to trial, or where sufficieut cause to the 
contrary wes shewn to the Court, In this respect the offence 
Soli heonabi wearer to.those of a grayer-cast; avd the 

arty should be tried as speedily as was possible without a vio- 
ation of public justice, It wasp matier worthy of the consideras 
tion of the House, as weil as of his Majesty’s Ministers, Whether 
a third Assizes tould pot be given to some of the counties, On 
a late occasion it wax contemplated to sénd down a Special Com- 
missingy but that savoured too much of an ex post facto arrange- 


men” 


Observe the brevily, the . 
injured innocence,” to which the Noble Lord confines 


himself in this most flagrant piece of injustice, The omis- | 


sions in his reasoning are quite as well worth attending to 


as his comuissions., He has not here told even half the. 


story, A defendant gets a trial postponed now and then, 
a little-teo jong to be. convenient ; grant even, a little tdo 
long te be convenient to the ends of justice. Good; bo, 
what can the prosecutor doalsq? He can postpone as long 
as he pleases! He can, keep aa information banging over 
a mas's head for au indefinite period, with ail it’s worry- 
ing ; and iufliet a heavy veageabcs ven by that worrying 
alone. » Yes; a0 Attorney-General is allowed, and is still 
to be allowed, to play with an Englisiman, as a cat does 
with.» mouse; to keep daogdling him in his diabolical 
grip, grinding iu his face, und fetching blood at every claw ; 


and yet at a. moment's notice, the Englishman must bring 


tuitous tone, ** the air bf 


SNe aie ee 
_—_ 


his debtor in prison for being-a day be ; 
while he bitnaelf defied iteicn 
Nor is, it»mereprospective anxiety which it is in the 
power of this strange law. officer,—~-this acknowledged de- 
scendant of the grimalkins of the Star Chamber,—to inflict 
He can.put any man he pleases to an expense of perhaps 
hundred ponads; for whether hig. idformation succeeds or 
not, the defendant has to pay expenses. It is held be- 
neath the dignity of the Crown to pay them, whether it 
establishes it’s charge or not! -Sothat when a Minister 
gets up, and with.a strange mixture of cunning and simpli- 
city, gives.a list of informations which an Attorney-General 
has not been able to bring home to poople,”’ he keeps out 
of sight these pecuniary assaults, perhaps ruinous ones, 
which have been brought home to the defendants’ purses. 

_ But not a single thing does Lord Castiersagut explain 
on this part of the question, Not a single thing explain! 
Not a jot does he utter about the matter,:” We' will notice 
another time what Lord Liverroot said in a subsequent 
debate, Itis part of our present object to exhibit those 
habits of indifference to the Constitution, and of confidence 
in getting majorities,.which enable.an irresponsible Miui- 
ster, by a kind of depraved iustinct, to dispense on these 
occasions with the very meatiou of the inost ‘important 
parts of a question, .. . a 

Let the reader think of this: ingle feature in modern 
‘mjnisterialisin ; and it” will explain volumes of poiitics, 
past, present, and to come, . . ia 

We will couclude this notice of the Bills next.week : 
after which, uuless nothing, more peremptory in these 
iroubled times should call off our attention, we will de- 
vote a similar article to a speech of Lord pares: 
md so on perhaps with respect to several leading men in 
tee ci Secked on such occasions, so criticised, 
give us at once the measure of a polifician’s intellect and 
‘public virtue. .- Pre ie ME aL 
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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


FRANCE. 
| CHAMBER OF DEPUTI 
On. Thursday the 3d instant, M. Aw 
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his Owy quarrel to an issue, and spare the feelings and the | “versal 


cousenience of these most authorities | TF this is 


hot @ derpotic measure of the grossest semnrter this'is | 


O41 the mere.porsession of power,—then, the Memb 
Pariierwent would not do an unjust thing, who shou 
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showed much anxiety to get over the subject tn silence, end pro-- 
ceed at duce to 2 vote wpon the question. ‘The “right side” and. 
centte were not lexs solicitous fora full dixénésion. The Presi-’ 
dent was at last compelled:to exert his prerogative, and adjoarn 
the Chamber for ah hour. On meéting a xecomd time, M. Laine 
dwelt with force ‘and eloquence upon’ thé “<u worthiness’’@F 
Gregoire, ave ground of rejection not bees manifest, and far more 
important, that a mere defect of leal forin. M. Benjamin Con- 
stant oppored this accninulation of motites for rejecting the can- 
didate of the Txete. He declured the view taken of the question 
by M. Laine to be etjaivatent in its principle to av extinction of 
the ti th article of the Charter,which held out impunity forall past 
actsand opinions, ‘He further warmly praised the King for having 
called to his councils another regicide, whom M. Constant did not 
name, but déseribed in aneh terms as were answerable to Fouche. 
He eaded by conjuriag the Chamber to dismiss altogether the 
question: of “ ynwortlnness” from their copsideration, aad to 
lwnit themselves to thatof the point oflaw. M. Labourdonnaye 
took up the sume gronids as Mi Laine, rebuttthg the argument 
in favour of the Tegicides drawn from the lth article of the 
Charter, as.one more specious than solid; for, says M. Labour- 
donna ye,—“ The text of the Charter, and its literal meaning, 
shown atitl ‘more licitly "by # cottemporaueous act of the 
Kiig—namely, by a ponte yi 3 expulsion ot pati great criminals 
from al! thoxe public employments which they held at the period 
of the restoration—this (constriction put by his Mijesty on fis 
own words) proves that ‘its only object wat to withdraw the 
offending purties to whom jt applied, from the vengeance of the. 
jawysor of individuals, at the same moment in which he declared. 
them ‘uafit for every specien of public trast or honour.” M. 
Maimel followed, from the “cote » and in a long and Velie- 
ment ‘spéecti, insisted that the question of Gregoire’s demerits 
should fot'be started, unless the validity of his election should 
be decided'tn ‘the affirmative. Me stated, that the Abbe ouglit 
not to be condemned onheard, and that in ofder ta We heard, he 
ougtt to be heard within the walle of she Chambers; Wet hou- 
dred of signatores were affixed to petitiovia and: 
t 


of thous signa 
othe pavers anding or approving the condemnation of Louis 
XVvL bad tare heve persons ne in. ‘the same predicament 


Bs Gregoire, thealarin be Lif the transactions of that 
Manoet ated" Alter 


sy in the case of one individual, Mi. 

c “+ After 30 years of fevolution, who ix thete that 

has not teen some part i the divomders which wt have 
witremad? Which of us hag not oftet: chaujréd sides, and acted. 
opposite characters?” ( Lame k: M. Pasquier, Secretury for 
Foreign Affairs, replied to MM. Manuel aud 8, Oenstant.—The 


taordinary violence anit tiimult followed. "Phe cote rauche! 
4 ro- 


wim uestion was pet “ w ‘or not the election of 
Grega as Tegal,” “and” carried tithe nepurive with only one 
dissemi ied.) ‘The separated’ amidst cries’ of 
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found to bersuffcient. How ‘happened it that the Anorney- 
‘General, with the public’ porse at his command; could not do 
what these private individuals had dene? 

The Earl of Hanwowey obetived, that the present law was 
said to be adequate to chetk ‘seditious and bhaphemdds libels, 
because a society had sucreeded in putting down obscene publi- 
Cations, but it was wotorious that ‘the effect of prosecutiow was 
always to encourage the sale of the works prosecuted, ‘Thre only 

pallies at present attached to libel were fine and iprisonmen:. 

ete these sufficient at atime when such extraordioary mearis 
were taken to circulate blasphemy and sedition througl every 
vorner of the countrywhen the labourer could not driak his 
cup of tea or coffee without at the seme time partaking of tlre 
deleterious poison ? . path 

The Marquis Laxspoww particularly objected to the punish- 
ment of transportation on second cojiviction, Even at present 
it was juatly ebjected fo that punishment, that it wax much more 
severe to One person than to auother, sceording to their station 
in lifes bat what would be said of it, if it should be applied to 
offences, whieh might be committed by men 4 all clases of 
society; frequentiy, too, by men of abe most exéiplary aril 
praiseworthy characters ia all other respectx, and whe, by theic 
talentsand their virtues, migitt be capable of making awp!ecom- 

neation to their cowutry for gh Gis tt which they might have 
inflicted through «he press? ‘To apply sech a punishment to 
such peraons, would wot merely argue av idhuman want of cau- 
tion in their Lordships, ‘tat a great want of poliey; for he was 
convineed that the provision to increase the puiishment of the 
libeler, would in fact deceease it, dnd be his mast effectual pro- 
tection: a any. complaint was now made of thefew prosect- 
trons iiathated for Tibel; their Lordships were told of the anwil 
lingness of Juries to bring itva verdict of guilty, Put contd their 

ips hope to cure that unwillingness, by wlstitoting for 
the present punishment one that would be revolting to seme anil 
humenity—one that would disgust every man iy the kingdom, 
‘and of course every Juryman who m be cg is thts 
judgment iu such acase? ‘Their Lordships tad ulreadly Boel 
the difficulty of verdicts in causes of cle epevitied 
crime, and when there cowld be no hesitation a9 to the wifute ot 
the offence ¢' and Juries had not uufrequeutly arbitrurify attered 
by their verdict even the value of a one pound note, in order to 
ward off what they considered a'cruet aud exorbitant Hy 
Af thie were the case where the law had defined with ebsolate 
certaiaty the character of the offence, what be the result 
‘where the offence imputed was indefinite ond vague? "Teton. 
Barovet, Member for Westmigster, now under Pree ae tee te 
seditious tibel, woold’ hardly’be convicted by “a Jary, if they 
dreaded that such a conviction would be the meats of teatispor i 
ing a wawof his rank and situation in the State. eae 
- Lord Encexnonovon did avant Wane rtatio Poo heavy 
a ishmegt for perseverin enders., | at cou po More 
er cadepvancexoniens the egg pe eee 
to 
their governors, ‘and attempt wo produce a change ia the Conatt- 
dution whiely would be atverty- destructive of Met happhuews ? 
herd Mouanp saidy thet of all the hideous cases which had 
ever-come nider his observation, he must éoules, he had never 
' —s ne atm which was tien wider 
on of t 
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the man of ability, and the man of edueation, batthe peor yeuder! 
of newspapers, who awoke.them in she, morning, with the sound! 
of his bern, and was alike indifferent.to what-hesold, whether) 
the loyal address of a university,.or the conteraptible discussions; 
of a radical meeting. Knowtng. nothing of the conteptsof (the: 
publication, and perhaps incapable of jadging of those contents if) 
le did know them, he, ton, wassubject to the consequences of this} 
Bill, (#ear.) During peaceable times the Bill, would. have no! 
effect at ally while.iu turbulent times, it. might be coaverted into! 
an. instrument for, the persecution of innocent. persons. ; (Fear, | 
hear.) “These were bis reasons for opposing. this, Bills but he: 
objected to it still more, ‘because he considered it one of those) 
long catalogue of measures which had been:introduced into the| 
Jiouse forthe parpose of invading aud. destroying the constitution 
of the country. (Mear.) 

‘The Lornp-Caaxcettor denied, that .the present laws were 
sufficient for the suppression. of libels,. Formerly, all misde- 
meanours, aud among them libels,. were punishable by the pil- 
Jory, which wasa great check to. thia,offeaces but now. the’ 
Judges could only fine and imprison., [t was true, that each of 
thew publications might form a subject. for a distinet prosecu- 
tion; but if they extended to the number of 500 or 3,000 or 
1.509, was it pos-ible for the duration of, human life to afford-a 
nullicient space for a pumsahment eqaal.ta the inealeulable mis- 
chief which their circulation would effet? be 

Karl Gaev remarked, that the diseretion intended to be given 
tothe Judges was aigreatewil, But, was the Noble and.Leacned 
Lord prepared to state, that sucha discretion was not an-evil? 
(Hear!) Was it not, on the contrary, the-policy of the law, and. 
the spirit of the Constitution of this countvy, ta coufine that dis-’ 
cretion, where it could not be elogether removed. within the 
narrowest limits possible? ‘The great evil of this Bill was, that,! 
for a crime, the most indefinite. known tothe law of England, ‘a 
diseretion. was given to the Judges of inflicting a -punishment 
heretofore .only attached to offences. of a felonious character: 
that, it should be observed, which might.at one time, be con- 
sidered seditious, at another period might be looked onas’s lagd- 
able wet, and, therefore, in legislating with reference to the of- 
lence they. could not guard, with too many. securities, agaiist she 
possibility of the law being made. an instrument of oppression. 
"The Neble and Learned Lord had observed, that.es.the law now 
stood, every publication of a libel might be made the ground.of a 
provecutions and the punishment, by imprisonment on each eon- 
viction, pusbed to such an extent, 4.10 exceed the duration of 
any man’s life. Was not that power svfficient, if the law were 
prudently and vigorously administered, toiput. down the evil? 
( Hear, hear!) 1. was. said, that, the desire of amas<idg lucre 
was the great cause of those publications. Could they then be 
more severely. punished than.by muleting them of the sum they 
hadamptsed?. (Hear.) The trial and punishment of Carlile, 
had shewn that by a wise and proper applicetion of the Jaws, : it 
was sufficient to check these evils. In thetime of King William, 
when the nation was expored to rebellion, and assassination plots: 
against the King, yet did our ancestors think -it, mecessany to’ 
strengthen. the law of Treason? No! for in thetuvery year'the! 
Statute was passed that gives such advantages to the.aubject in: 
trials for treason. But the-policy of our Ministers was, to go on: 
irritating the people. by severe and unnecessary ‘laws, and the 
inevitable effeet of such laws would be to. imerease the disaffec-' 
tion which they professed to. put down, | | 

The Keri of .Liverroot argued, that there was a’ great differ 
ence hetween the preseut times, and: shose 30 or 40 years.back. 
Then prosecytions were almost: uunevessaryy-on account of tbe 





small cirevlation of libels; butynow their immenne dissemination, | virions; but perhaps very mistaken 


pone transportation. He objected to the 
i 


readered some check ivdispensable, The Noble Earl.(Grey) tad 
strongly objected to the diserationnry powergiven.to Judges; and’ 
he (Lerd La 1) concyutred wiih. him se tar asto, admit, thet 
owhen possible, jaw bt to be -so-precine uate. allow Mo discre- 
tion in the Court by which tt wasedainistered. Bot in theearés 
of libel this disoretion bad always existed. His Nuble Friend en 
the Woolsack lmd shown phat the Judges always exercised in 
such cares a diveretionary power, nod that vot long ago:ttmt'dis- 
cretipe was more extensive thaa.it would be made by the: present 
“Bl, tt hed been said bythe Noble Earl, theta steditious libel 


/ menan, indefinite éffence, He (Lord Liverpool) agreed thatit |: wasa 


was, and ow thas description founded thajustifieation. of the dis- 
erevionary powersoirusted to the Judgeai Was not the: pilkoey 
mare ignominious thap tra ion ?' Wetiwhen: that punish 
smenvexisted, there were vo .complaints'of the restraints on the 


Pep terme remarks from the Earl of ‘Carnarvon ‘against -the 
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_of person< equally.ex d to. punishment; not mere the wriver,'|, 
i prelly expose P ; 





Bill, it.was read a second ‘time.--It, was thew’ moved that the Ree 


port.on the Search for Arms Bill be received, on which 

_ Earl Grey protested against that. Bilas inquisitorial. and 
infringement of the grewt- principle established at the Revels. 
tion,—that every Englishman might possess arms for the et 
of his rights, With respect.to the number of men prepared for 
peeurrection, it had been said by a Noble Duke, that 100.00 
were ready to rise in.arms betweea the Wear and the Tyne ; but 
the whole population of Northumberland and Durham would not 
furnish 130,000. acuit males} This was a proof of the great 
exaggerations that had goneabroad.—The Report was received, — 


Adjourned, 
Tuesday, Dec. 7, 


The Bill to Prevent Traversing went through e Committee.— 
The Seareh- for Arms Bill was reeda third time and. passed. So, 
alwo, was the Training Prevention Bill.—Bhe Libel Bill west 
through a Committee.—Lord Holland presented the Petition of 
the Common Couneil against the néw Bills.—Adjourned. 


Thursday, Dec. 9. 


The Ear! of Carnarvon presented a Petition from D, Dawaon> 
eomplaining that hrs son, E. Dawson, was wounded iv St. Pe- 
ter’s-field, iy one of the Yeomanry of «Manchester, on the 16th 
of August, of which he died; and “praying. inquiry, into the 
transactions of that day.—Laid on thie table. 

On the .report of the Bil preventing Traversing, the Larp 
CHANCELLOR moved an amendment tothe preamble, by leaving 
outall the words after the words “ may plead.” He also moved, 
that defendants should have copies of the indictments after ap- 
pearance.—Lord TloLLAND expressed bis satisfaction at these 
amendments, and. further:proposed, that no information shoald 
come to trial when L8months had elapsed after its filing. —A 
short conversation followed, when it was. agreed thet a separate 
Bill should be brought in instead.of Lord Holland’s amendment, 
which however, Ministers did not pledge themselves: 10 support. 
Tue other amendments were agreed to, aud the third teading of 
the Billfixed for Monday. 

The House then went into a Committee on the Libel Bill, 

Lord HonLanp observed, that a seditious libel had never yet 
been defined. Persons were liable to be punished for publish- 
ing libels, of Which they could have no knowledge. It would be 
proper to withdraw fram the operation of this Bill all ersons not 
wilfully and maliciously publishing blasphemous and seditious pate 
lications. He also wished a seditious libelto be defined, to be a 
work having for. its object to destroy or alter the Government 
and Constitation. . They were now mtroducing a new panish- 
ment for an offence severely punishable already, ‘Were they 
blindly to inteoduce a law which weuld expose men to perxeci- 
tion who might be obnoxious to foreign “Princes, whom they 
miht he alledged to have libelied? There was no freestate that 
had introduced the punishment of exile for political offewoes, but 
what had facilitated the interference of foreigw Powers with their 
internal concerns. The Noble Lord concluded by moving 
amendments to remedy thiere evils. 

Lord EteenBorouan objected to the words * wilfully or 
malicious!y,” because he could not beliere that any man could 
oblish blasphemous, or seditious libels, fortuitodsly or acc'- 


dentally. Asa definition of seditions libelx he wanle Hopes a 
clause to the following effect—** Calculated to bring iy mes 
or Pi 


or conlempt, his Majesty’s person and goverument, . 
House of Parliament; to incite bis mare? sirbjeets 10 alter the 
Constitution in Chereb and State, us by Jaw established, other- 
wise than hy lawful means.” ‘\ ! 

Lord EASKixe set, this Bill waeealeyloted to punish very 
nmen. The Courts - er 
tice had # power of punishing much more severely than by ba- 
~ntshment for the second poblicetion ers f _— 
Such a win, fora sectnd Offence, might be imprisoned o 7 q 
number of years, which was surely a much greater punishime 
introduction of the 


words “ or either Eeétise’ of “Parliament; because » man ~ 
against any © 


be punished for — e 

noxtous measure of Pa gow ; 

Karl Bacewiten said, /tlat,/Cartile | repeated: hisiofience vp." 

the very time thatthe verdict was returned against him co 
aacoentd that-the law, as it now exists, is aot safbicie 

‘to deter men from-a repetition of sach offences. Sieh terid- 

hatred and con 

wy force to witer he 


his opinien 
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sa! Suffrage, might be: said, fo meen to bring into hatred-and.cons 
tempt those who nevlatemed the contrary opinion; and was such 
a mad to be transported for seven year~? The definition of libel 
given hy the Noble Lord, (Elienborough) even weut farther than 
the Bill iteetf. 

- The: Bar! of Lrverpoot said he would:not consider a libel aa 
seditions if published against himself, or any one else holding 
ministerial sitnations and ‘therefore he had no objection that 
this Bill sould not apply to personal libels on. his Majesty's 
Ministers. Supporting Universal Suffrage was not simply. a 
libel. ’ 

The Ear! of Lacperaate wished to know whether or not it 
would not be a seglitious libel in him to say, that the House of 
Commons heaped their Lordships’ table with nonsense in the 
shape of Billa? That would certainly have a tendency to bring 
the House of Com-nons inte contempt, : 1 

Lord ELL RNBOROUGRH said, he certainly meant his amendment 
only to apply to the higher orders of libels, A writer mivht 
conjure his readers not to atiempt to destroy the Government by 
violence 5 yet he might more surely effect his purpose, by heap- 
ing contempt and hatred oa his Majesty’s person and Goyern- 
ment, 

The Lonp Cuancervor said, if he was trying amen for at- 
tempting ‘to bring mto hatred and eontempt either House of 
Parliamesty he could have little hesitation in charging a Jury, 
that such an offence was a seditious |ibel. 

The amendment of Lordi Ellenborough was agreed to, and 
those of Lord Holland negatived, : 

Ear} StRATaMORE tovk occasion to retract what he had said 
ona former night respecting certain persons being compelled to 
take refuge in Newcastle, on account of the alurming stare of the 
country; he was happy to find it was notso, and that the dis- 
affection was confined to the collieries. —Ardjourued, 


Friday, Dec. 10. 


The third reading of the Libel Bill being moved, some debate 
followed.—The Earl of Carnarvon observed, that the Bill had 
now errived at its last stage without any attempt having been 
made so show the necessity for ary new enactments, arising out 
of the insufficiency of te preseat law. It appeared from the in- 
formation. on the table, hae there had been no prosecutions of 
libels in 1818, and ovly one (Carlite’s) in ISI9! It was most 
extraordinary that Goverment should be asking for a new law, 
without baving tried the old. ‘Asa mitigation of the evil, ‘he 
should move for the iusertion ofa clause limiting the operation 
of the Bill to two years.—Lord Stowouru contended, that a tem- 
ee law would be of no use where the’ danger from the cirett- 

ation.of libels was permanent. The Noble Seeretary replied to 
the objeetion ef the neglect of the Law Officers, by saying thet 
the sequitial of Hone in 1817 readeced all further prosecations 
dangerons; and he also observed thut fibels were less numerous 
in 1818.— The Earl of Rosstyn answered, that it ww rather odd 
to make Howe's acquittal wn excdse for not prosecuting, whew, 
uccording 10. the Noble Viscount, ‘that acquittal had been fol- 
towed by a decrease of thenamber of libels! Bat who had been 
acquitied in the year 1819, fora blaephemows libel, that the Noble 
Viscoynt thought it necessary te propose this measure?’ 

The debate now-+took anotherturn; aid the Duke of Wetine- 
TON vase to kay, that the Noble Lords oppo-ite liad quite mis- 
taken the question, aod that the intent of the prexeut Bib was to 
prevent the repetition of ai offence by an increase of pynishment. 
That the exining law. was not stroog enotigh to do this was 
poroee by the case of Carlile, who hadcontinied the sale of the 

, bebafter conviction, aud bad also published it in another for, 

_ before sentence was passed.upon him,  — 
_ Lord poamnanperey big surprine, at this declaration, It 
seemed iow, that all that bud been steted in, sypport of the Bill 
wastinfounied—thet inwas note generulincrease of libela thet 
igs 6 sn npuis.nuai-hepent to a part- 
vse one man had. afier con- 


inued to publisiss. bad.it.wes a pity sie obir Dake 
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PROTEST 

AGAINST THE BILL POR PUNISRING LIBEL BY TRANSPORTATION, 

Beeanse we believe, shat by a seasonable exertion, of the laws, 
as they at present exist, the Press canvot.be abused, toany bad 
Purpose, without incurring a-suitable puvighment. 

Becanse an extension of the power of pnoishment now vested 
in the Courts of Law, with respect to casca of Libel, appears to 
us, therefore, to. be unne cessery, 

Because the offence of publishing a. Libel is, more than any 
other that is known to our law, undefined and uncerteiv. Pabli- 
cations which, at one-time may be considered iunoeest and even 
laudable, may,at avother, according to circumstances, and, the 
different views of Public Accusersy of Judges and of Juries, be 
thought deserving of punishment; and thus the authors er pub- 
lisher of any. wruing, dictated by the purest, intentions, on a 
matier of public mterest, without auy example to war, any lise 
position to justract, or any authority to guide him, may €x pore 
himself to the penalty sof being “ banished from the United 
Kingdom, and all other parts of his Majesty's. dominions. for sncly 
term as the Court, in which such conviction shall take place, 
shall order; ‘or be transported to such place as shall be appomted 
hy hia Majesty for the transportetion.of offenders, for avy tern) 
not exceeding seven years.” 

Because the fear of being subjected.to the punishment of a 
common felon, thus suspeuded over the head of any persou whe 
may bave been once convicted of publishing a libel, to which 
mere inadvertence may subject him, and against, which ag de, 
gree of caution can afford him complete security, Must necessary 
deter him from the fearless exercise of the right, which has 
hitherte been the proud prerogative of Englishmen, of freely dis- 
cussing public measures, and endeavouring to warn his couutry- 
men againgt the dangerous eneroachments.of power. 

Recause this Bill, therefore, so inconsisteat with the policy of 
our law, and with the practice of our ancestors, appears to us to 
be a most davgerous invasion of the just freedom of the Press, 
and to be subversive, inv ove of their main defences, of the rights 
and liherties which were secured to us by progressive strogyles 
through a long succession of ages, and at leupth asserted, de- 
clared, and as we hnd fondly hoped, firmly esteblished for ever, 


dy. the Revolution of 1688, , 
Grey, Aveustus Freperica, 


EnsKine, "HANS, 
ALBEMARLE, Kina, 

AUCKLAND, Vassate LoLianp, 
Jersey, Mano, 
VYaRponouaa, LANSDOWN, 

Cowr pr, LAUDERDALE, 

Ross Y¥N, Caurren (Danyiey). 


PROTEST 
AGAINST ‘THE BILL POR AUTHORIZING JUSTICES OF THE PEACE TO 
SEIZE AND DETAIN ARMS, Xc. 

Becanse the right of having arms for their defence, sultable to 
their condition aud degree, is secsired to. British subjects by the 
ancient faws of ‘these realms, is declared to be so by the Bill of 
Rights, and is, ip the words of Mr, Justice Blackstone, “ 4 pub- 
Hie allowance of the nawtaj right of resistance and self-preserve- 
tion, when the sanctions of society and laws are found ivsuflicient 
{6 restrain the violence of oppression.” 

Because no sufficient piilbnss has been laid before the Floute 
& prove * that arms and weapons of various sort! Wave in veri- 
ous parts of the kingdom been collected, and ore kept for pur- 
poses dangerous to the public peace.” We doubt the fuet, and 
we distrust the remedy. ‘Af aris have really been procured tor 
such a pur the persous engaged in these ceininal de- 
sigua will have bad omple uotice, before tris Lill can pass, to 
‘remove them to ‘places of concealment. Whilst this power, 
therefore, is likely to be io » great degree inefficient with respect 
tect, it is hiable to be most injuriously and vexe- 
tiously. used in'capes pwhere arms may have been provided and 
kept for the legitimate purpores of seii-defence, 

"Saal in former. periods, of mach greater dangers to the 
Crown and Constitution of these realms, when conspiracies by 


asherents of the house of Stuart were known to be directed 
om - preparations were making, for rebellion with 


against both, I ' 

the asaistence of Frauce, when men of the highest rank, statiov, 

‘and influence in kingdoms, deeply engpged. a there 
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minds ef ong ancestors to allow them, on the spur of any emer-: 
gency, however slarming, to hazard the existence of a right 
which they liad so recently asserted, rae 

Because thix Jaw is, in its very nature, peculiarly liable to 
abase, Interest, credulity, malevolence, reveuge, party-violence, 
and indiscreet zeal, may eqnally with a sense of duty, contribute 
to call it into action ; and the powers given for its execution, of 
breaking either by diy or by night into eny house or place 
where tufurmation may have beeu received that arms are kept 
for illegal purposes, must wunevoidably expose the persons and 
property of his Mujesty’s subjects to injury and violence, :which 
cannot be sufficiently guarded against by the provisions made in 
the Bill for that purpose. ‘This is not amereapprehenston. Ex- 
perience proves that such effects may be expected from it. Io 
lveland, itis well known, nothing more contributed to irritate 
the people, and to provoke acts of private resentment and re- 
venge, than the abuses which took place and particularly the in- 
sultswwhich were offefed to women, in the exercise of a similar 
power. 1 

secause we further object to the enectment of this law as part 
of a system which, in a season of unexampled Giatréss and 
misery, rejecting every proposition for conciliation or concession, 
rests on force alone for the suppression of the prevailing discon- 
tent, and is ealculated to give additional weight to an opinion 
already too generally entertnined—that the Parliament is more. 
ready to presume against the people, andto enact laws for their 
restrainst, than to attend fo their just complaints, and to afford 
them that protection whiely they have aright to claim against 
every species of inivstice aud oppression, 


GREY. Vassaty, Hotranp, 
THANE?, Wentworth Frrzwitptam, 
P’nsxtwr, YARBOROUGH, 
ALBEMARLE, Avcustus Freperick, 
Kina. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
a od 
Monday, Dec. 6. 


OUTRAGE AT COVENTRY. 

Mr, P. Moore presented a Petition from certain inhabitants of 
Coventry, complaining of the conduct of certain: Special Con- 
stables, ata Meeting held there. It appeared from the Petition 
that a requisition had béen presented to the Mayor of Coventry, 
praying flim to call a Meeting. “The Mayor, however, declined 
to cali a Meeting. Some individuals then called a Meeting 
themselves, withontside the town, and whilst regularly and 
peaceably proceeding in the discussion of a subject of grievance, 
» body of 6 or 700 Special Constables fell upon them, interfered 
with their proceedings, and dispersed the Meeting. The Mayor 
denied having given any sMctton to this interference, and the 
Petitioners now prayed that an enquiry into the circumstances 
might be entered into at the Bar of the Louse.—Ordered to lie on 
the table. ‘ 

REFORM OF PARLIAMENT. | 

Mr. LAMBTON gave potice, that it was his intention, soon after 
the Christmas recess, to submit a motion to the House, on the 
subject of Parliamentary Reform. He should move for leave to 
bring in Bill for restoring Triennia) Parliaments; and propose 
an aruere of Suffrage to Copyholders and Inhabitants, paying 
taxess and alxo to doawsy Rotten Boroughs. He. should urge 
this subject strongly, as the only one which would give satistae- 
.tion to the people, under their present feelings. 


PROPOSED DESPOTIC MEASURES. 

Lord CAsTLeR even said, that-previoits ta moving theC ommittee 
on the Seditious Meetings Bill, lie wished to state some altera- 
‘tions which he contemplated moking in the Biull. The principal 
object of the Bill was to prevent tumultuery and very nomerous 
Meetings. fe should, therefore, wided ie exclude from the 
operations of the Bill all Meetings held in rooms or apart- 
ments. This wonld allow a wide field for political discussion, 
without ersaegeriag the public peace.  Anbdther altera- 
tien would be in the clause relating to Parish Meetings. He 
intended so to word the clause, that persons, not inhalntants of 
the Parish, who might accidentally Le present, should’ only incur 


‘penalties, on its a ring that such -persous were owing! 


offentiing. It had been thtown ovt, that any individoal, ZI 


stranger, might pat an end'to the Payments himself 


designedly there. ‘To prevent such a ‘ti should 
wre at after Proclamation made, : inhobitant of the. 
Constable, 


should be armed with the authority of @ 
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justided mm apprehending and taking before a 
stranger-foimnd present, With respect to the tw 
of the Bill, locality and permanency; with reenr 
must still say, that such waw the state of the counte thet to 
make tt a local measure, would be to pass @ Bill for propagating 
rather than putting down sedition, as it wanld hold out en en- 
couragement to Hingrant preachers of sedition, to go from place 
to place propagating their mischievous doctrines: and therefore 
he must oppose any proposition for making it oval. With re- 
spect to making ft a permanent measure, he was stil} of the same 
opinion as formerly 4 but aa he found there was a strong feeling 
against making it peroranent iw tlre first instance, he should give 
wey. 

On the question for the House going into a Committee, 

Mr. Curwen could not agree to this measure, even with the 
modifications proposed by the Noble Lord. He would have the 
measure local ; and in the parts of the country where seditious 
practices prevailed, be would have Meetings put down altoge- 
thers this would be acting constitutionally; but to make the 
measute general, would be to punish the loyal and the well-is- 
posed—the great body of the people, for the offences of a few. 
For one, he was really persuaded that the greatest danver was 
the dissatisfaction and jealousy of the people of the proceedings 
of the House of Commons: it was felt that it was not the provi- 
dent and faithful goardian of tha national purse. He believed, 
that if the House did not reform itselfj and that speedily, itwould 
be reformed with a witness, ma way that no rational, moderate, 
or conscientious man could wish. 

Sir R. Witson, in reference to the general spirit of the new 
Bille, retharked that, the only pretence for them was the “Ty. 
rant’s plee—Necessity,”—the plea of Richard the Third :— 

: “ What! think you we are Torks or Infidels? 

Or thet we would, against the form of law, 

- Proceed thus rashly, 

But that the extreme peril of the ease, 

The peace of England, and our person’s safety, 

Enforced us to this execution ?” : 
Supposing the Noble Lord was able to carry his projects by 
triumphgnt majorities, what would the people say, bat that the 
Honse of Commons did not care for their opinions, or regard 
their interests? [Some symptoms of impatience, by coughing, 
&c, were here expressed.] He was aware that what he was 
offering must be very oflensive to many gentlemen 5 but he must 
do his duty: it would be,most of all unpleasant to a certain class 
of Members to whom the Noble Lord had alluded ona former 
night, when he centemptuously said, that all the pensions in the 
list did not amount to the wages of the radicals for a single day. 
True, but did the: Noble ‘Lord flatter himself that the peopie 
would not see throngh this shallow argument? Were they wot 
fally aware of the importance of abolishing pensions when they 
saw that it was by virtue of them that the Noble Lord could 
come down to the House, not only without the fear of puni-h- 
ment, but with the certainty of triumph, to outrage privileges 
held xacred from time immemorial, and tecognised tn the Bill of 
Right», the violation.of which was an act of suicide on’ the part 
of that House, destroying its own power, and annulling the re- 
lationship between the people ans their representatives ? tay 

(Mr. Grenrete here made some angry remarks on oir K. 
Wilson’s speecti, and alluded to what he called bis iafaaunetory 
language at the Southwark meeting (some time back) and to nis 
having taken Mr. Hunt by the hand at that meeting. oe 
cited the. $+ continued cheers” of the House; and the Gallant 
General replied... that he had taken Mr. Hunt's haad wovesee ne 
conceived that-he had been greatly injured, and beentise " 
Huot’s his (Sir Robert's) tights, and the ti ree ore 
been violated—( Hedr )—bot he would have re 7 a : 
graced if he had given his hand to any ef those who he ne 
hands stained with the a etae their cna und of those 
who had sanctioned their conduct. ear, o ; 

Mr. Ricarpo remarked, that tho bdvetetaee of public efor 
was, that they sliowed such a front to Minister# as woure " - 
a hope that bid measares would be abandoned. me atte 
conld not meet in respectable numbers, ‘their ‘petitions © 
have no effect: He had read with surprise the ee ont 
pressed by some Members at Radioul Reform, though hetm 
thought a tess extensive Reform would be sufficient. tevibve- 

Several Members delivered their opinions. Alderman nl 
WAN argued on the marcy of the present Bills, to sd iipiat 
‘stead of allaying dikcomteot. Distress, discontent, and ©)?’ sally 
would not thus be remedied, noi could they be thus effectun 
) ‘They would burst forth like a 


Mapistrate any 
O great featiires 
a to the first, he 


and! sweeping every thing wlowg, and desteoying vil in their cours, 






—_ 


—_—_, -= -—- = or 


nee Ae Ode ee, ne 











that House did not apply a sufficient remedy.— ; 
(Member for the City) thonght the Bill Soret. Rotten 
wished it to be limited to five years.—Mr. D. W. Harvey aol he 
there were two remedies for the dixtress ef the country 3 ene mal 
the equatizatien of the income with the expenditures and the 
other was Parliamentary Reform. The taxes fell much more 
heavily on the lower than the higher classes, 

Mr. C, HUTCHINSON rose to vindicate Sir R. Wi'leon fro 
reflections of Mr. Grenfell. He would tell the Hon. Senet 
when he said that his Gallant Friend fought. better than he 
spoke, that a case might be supposed of an insolent administra- 
tion bringing forward measures that would entitle a Member to 
say, that he would not debate the question, but would oppose it 
by his sword. 

Mr. Grenrews denied that he had so spoken of Sir R. Wilson. 

Mr. Barwam supported the Bill as limited. He eould not 
think that’ Parliament had fallen into.contempt with the people: 
Parliament spoke the sense of the people upon all important 
questions! 

Sir R. Heron opposed the Bill. 

Mr. J. Smrpa observed, that it had been stated that betwixt 
Newcastle and Carlisle there were 100,000 men in arms. That 
could not be true, becanse it was impossible, 

Mr. BRAUMONT rose to move an amendinent, in the shape of 
an instraction to th Committee, that the operation of the Bill 
should be limited to the xt of March, 1821. 

Mr. VANSITTART expressed his dissent to the motion now put. 
The evil was one of long standings; and wax not to be checked 
by such a measure as that proposed. He should move to fill up 
the blank with five years, and till the then sneceeding Session of 
Parliament. ‘This period would afford a full and fair opportunity 
to judge of its effects; and it might then be considered whether 
it could be safely suffered to expire. 

Mr. Catcrarr considered these thanks, given as the Right 
Hon. Geutleman had described, as given prematurely, and upon 
interested testimony. With respect tothe present measure, he 
considered all the concessions of the Noblé¢ Lord, as drawn from 
him by fears for the stability of his majority. He was most ready 
to acknowledge the disturbance which existed in Lancaster, and 
other places; but he would rather rest on the protection of the 
13,000 new British soldiers which the Noble Lord had got, than 
ou any Lagislative meaxure of the Noble Lord's proposing. 

Mr. Banks considered the concessions of Ministers on this 
occasion as honourable, instead of disgraceful to them. He sup- 
ported the measure. 

Mr. Percevat, being persuaded that this measure was a direct 
and dangerous innovation on the British Constitution, and the 
liberties of the people, felt it an imperative duty on his part to 
oppose it. rm 

Mr. WItLBerForce was decidedly in favour of passing the Bill 
for five years, and for making it< operation general. 

Lord Mivrow opposed the Bill altogether. 

Mr. C. Wrvsw did not consider the measure as an infringe- 
ment on the right8 of the people: it was only a regulation of the 
exercise of their rights, Previous to the American war when 
were Meetings ever held in the open air? 

Mr. Buxrow then moved to limit the period to three years ; 
and upon this motion the House divided, and the numbers were— 
For Mr, Buxton’s motion, 153—For the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer «amendment, 328—Majority for Ministers, 175. 

The Howse then went into «a Committees the Chairman re- 
ported prosress, arid obtained leave 16 sit again.—Adjourned. 

Whilst the ministerial majority was dividing in the lobby, 
Lord Camlerengh was heard to exhert them to be early and con- 
stant in their attendance the next night. 


Tuesday, Dec, 7. 
Sir W. De Crgsrrany gave notice of a motion relative to ir. 
Owen’ Plan for the 16th instant, ° 


The Common Gonncil Petition was ted, and after some 
remarks in suppoct of it from Aldermen Wood, Waithman, and 
Thorpe, it waxlaid on the table. mi _" 

Leave was given to bring ina Bill to prevent corruption a 
Penry# and to bring ina Bill for the better regulation »f Cotton 
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i % . OPOSED DESPOTIC MEASURES. 
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Noble Lord wish to disgust the Irish beyond bearing? Did he 
mean to prevent the Catholic meetings ? 

M r. Brovucua observed, that the clanse respecting aggregate 
meetings in counties, cities, boroughs, &c. wovid exclude some 
most populous towns from meeting at all. 

Lord Compron proposed, that 20 frecholders, each possessed ef 
1001. a vear, should be empowered to call a county meeting. 

Mr, MAxwett moved a similar amendment with regard to 
Scotland, which would allow ten Commissioners of Supply to 
call such meetings, F 

Lord Castvtereacn declared, that these amendments wou!d 
render the Bill nugatory, the intention being that the meeting 
should be held under the inspection of Magistrates, whose duty 
it was to preserve the peace, which was not the cave with respect 
to freeholders, 

Mr. J. P. Grant thought the observations of the Noble Lord 
showed, that the Bill was fonaded on a distrust of all classes of 
the community. He could not see why 20 freeholders, should 
not be equally entitled to call a meeting, asthe Grand Jury.— 
Lord Avtuorpe stated, that 1001. per ennim was the qnalitica- 
tion of a Justice of the Peace. He could not see how 20 Gentle- 
men possessed of that property were not ax good judges of the 
propriety of 4 meeting as five Justices of the Peace.—The Arror- 
NEY-GeNERAL said it was formerly unheard of that # cowry 
meeting should be held without the consent of the High Sheriff. — 
Mr. Denman stated, that the amendment only went to moke the 
same regulations as to county meetings, that a subsequent part 
of the Bill did as to parochial meetings.—Lord Biysive was of 
opinion, that an enactment that might be proper asto a parcelnal, 
might be highly improper as to a county meeting.—Lord Cas- 
TLEREAGH observed, that no meetings could be affected by the 
present Bill except auch as were held in the open air.—sir R. 
Hsrow knew a person who had been hired by the Crown to act 
ns the Sheriff of a great county; and—(Name, name !)—als» a 
Gentleman who had refused.so to act. (Name!) He should not 
name the former, as he did not wish to expose him to obloquy ; 
but the latter was Mr. Calcraft.—The House divided on hes 
amendment of Mr. Maxwell; when the numbers were—For the 
Amendment, 81—Against it, 261.—Lord Compton then with- 
drew his amendment. 

Alderman Woop moved_an amendment, that besides the Alder- 
man of the Ward, it should bein the power of three or more. 
Common Councilmen to calla meeting of the Ward.—Lord Cas- 
TLEREAGH opposed the amendment. ‘The Wards might meet in 
rooms, and if they had none large enough, he should recommend 
Willis’s Rooms. (4 laugh.) The amendment was negatived 
without a division. 

Lord CasTLeEReaan stated, that it wad his intention to extend 
the provisions of the Bill to meetings for the purposes of tradeand 
manufectores, if held in the open air, From recent exanples, it 
appeared that such meetings had occasionally deviated into poli- 
tical discussions, and made such a provision necessary — Mr. 
MARRYAT stated, that no room would be sufficient to hold snch n 
number of the Merchants, Traders, and Bankers of London, ux 
had upon former occasions, by the resolutions they had come to, 
given confidence both tothe Government and to the public. — 
Lord Casttencaon was fully sensible of the beneficial effect of 
such meetings; but thought Guildhall would be sufficient for 
the pur . 

‘o/s Casrukrsen moved a clause to the effect that no mon 
shall assist at a meeting called in town, burgh, or parish, unless 
he isa resident there ; or else anless he have a freehold to the 
amount of 50L. in the place where the meeting may be held, aud 
where the person soattending may be non-resident, 

Mr. W. Wrwve said, that thie Act recognized the tight of all 
persons who were houscholders to attend county meetings, who 
might be freeholders in biher counties. He moved aclanse to 
prevent that.—Mr. Primnose swid, that this amendment would 
make this Bill even more severe than Ministers wished it to be. 

Mr. Grawax wished to know whether he should be liabie to 
two years imprixonment for attending a meeting of his Consti- 
fuents of Hull, of which he was nota freeman, and which meet- 
ing should be called to axk him for an explanation of his ¢onduct 
in Parliament.—Lord Castreneaen said, thal a meeting might 
become an illegal meeting, by going into illegal matters, respect- 
ing Chereh and State. clause inteuded.to be brought up, 
would completely leave meetings for all elective purpores o« frre 
\valri/Theemacdment of Mr. W. Wynne was then uegatived, 
without a diviston. 

- Mr. Wrertass moved an anata on Bill showld not 
extend to all persons having a right fo vote tatives, 
‘in any town of burgh where the meeting may be heid.—Lord 
























Castiereaon said, that he liad nd objection to a méeting of Cor- 
orate Bodies.—The amendment was negatived. 

Lord Avrnore wished to know whether it was necessary to 
have a Magistrate to’ be at aH meetings to conatitate ita legal 
oue.—Lord Casttereaan said, it was not necessary; but if per- 
sons met knowingly and wilfully against this law they must take 
the consequence ; and so must any one going to. stich a meeting 
out of idle c-iriosity.—Mr,. Batnorsr said, there was hothing to 
prevent any number of persons. from attetiding a meeting pro- 
vided those who speak are legally entitled fo do 80; or provided 
the meeting does not deviate from the otiginal intention of its 
being collected; and by so doing become illegal.—Lord Forne- 
stove asked, if any one should be liable to imprisonment for two 
years, because he may have attended‘at a meetifig by accideat, or 
any other fortuitous, cireumstance?—Mr. PBrovenAm defended 
the amendment. If that was adopted, only’ those who spoke 
would be liable to transportation; hut -tlhe Mugistrates might 
otder the speaking and the silent to go away, and if they neg- 
Jected to obey the mandate, all would-aljke be subject.to the 
penalty. What would be the effect'as regardod those persons 
who attended to report the proceedings of these meetings, so 
necessary to the existence of the Constitation? But these indi- 
viduals were beneath the notice of tle Attorney-General; though 
attending these meetings was as much theif profession as‘it was 
the profession of the Attorney-General “to attend the interest of 
his clieuts in Courts of Law.—The AtrorNey-GeneRAt denied 
that he had ever treated the Reporters with contempt or disre- 
apect. He must declare the attack madé 6n him by the Learbed 
Gantleman unprovoked ; and he could not bat think it was made 
with the intent to render him obnoxious toa that respectable class 
af persons, with whom indeed, hé could not expect to stand so 
high as the Learned Gentleman did.—The anvendmett was 
negatived. 

Mr. W, Satrra moved that the House should now adjourn, -on 
account of the latettess of the hour (half-past ove.) On this the 
Committee divided —For adjourting, 36—Agaiust it, 166. 

Lord CASTLEREAGH said it was no doubt possible for the Oppo- 
sition to stop further proceedings by repeated motions; bnt the 
Learned Gentleman had not been so mercifol to the Hone ata 
much later hour on a former night,- when he spoke for two 
ours. —MY. Brovenam reminded the Noble Lord that he made 
the speech alluded to in answer to one of a’ Right Hon. Geutle- 
man of three hours long, which it would have been most con- 
venient for the Noble Lord to have sent into the world un- 
auswered.—Thé Committee then reported progress and the 
Ilouse adjourned. ' 




























































Wednesday, Dec, 8. 

Colovel Barry presented « Petition from Lord Valencia, 
egainst the return.of Mr. Deuvlas Kinnaird as Member for 
Bishop’s-castle. 

Lord Sgrron presented a Petition, signed by 2000 inhabitants 
of Liverpool, against the new Bills, which they considered a 
gross violation of the rights of Engliahmen.—Laid on the table. 

Lord Lowruer presented the Petition of the county of West- 
morland, praying for inquiry into the Manchester affair; but at 
the same time the Noble Lord expressed his opinion that the 
Petition did not convey the sense of thie ‘majority of the free 
holders®—Mr, Brougwam said that the Petition was signed by 
3000 names, and voted at a county meeting: he thought mia 
this Petition expréssed the sense of the coupty much better than 
the ‘* Loyal” Declaration, whigh was privately circulated for 
,* gvatures, . 


PROPOSED. DESPOTIC. MEASURES. 
Lord Casrtemeaanu moved the first geading of the Training 
Prevention Bill.) - : bys ' 
+. Mr. 5. Wowrpev. then rose and said, that-he had reeent.infor- 
‘ination that the practice of training wasbéroming very prevalent 
iu Yorkshire. The. Hen. Gentleman then read ailetier from Sir 
Fy Wood, who mentioued the deposition of o person (whose name 
- Mr. Wertley declined giving) who made oath of his having seen 
240 men tug near Barnsley three days last week, He (Mr, 
' Wortley) also stated, that he had received information from othet 
ersons: who had beev told of various small bodies of men deill- 
- Wig near the same place.. Under these circumstances, he trusted 
that the House would pass the Bill with all possible dispatch, 10 
' prevent the increasing danger. - . 











passed through all it's staves at ouce, mere! on-private informa. 
tion from a lieed Meaber.—Bat Lord Sotutninan iGhateveds 
that the Honse was previously iW possession of evidence respevi- 
ing exteusive drilling,» He was: willing, however, that the Bill 
ould be read ouly twice that night. 
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Mr. Corwen obsétved, that from his own knowledge, he 
now enabled to state that trainive and drillinc were rerul en 
ractised in several districts adjotning to the town of Gunna. 

e stated this, becduse”tie had been at first incredulous ie 
subject; but, on further inqairy, had siitisfied himself of the fact 

Mr. S. WortTLey understood that a public meeting had been 
called for Monday, at Barnsley, at which the peopte lind agreed 
to attend armed.— ~ord Lowruer and the Lorp-Apvocate bore 
testimony to the existence of trafuing in tle North of England 
and Scotland.—Sir James Graway stated, that the utmost oterm 
prevailed in tlie neighbourhood of Carlisle. The greater portion 
of its inliabitants were ceftaifly well disposed, and. those of an 
opposite description did not pertiaps exceed 400 or 500 in num. 
ber. Butthat number of meu with arms in theirhands might 
destroy a whole town. ‘There was reason to Believe that the 
manufacture of pikes had been actively carried on. 

Mr. BrouGuim was astonished that their practice had been 
allowed to continne so long, but declared his readiness to the 
Bills being passed with extraordiuary speed, as a Parliamentary 
denunciation against the qffenders. ; 

Mr. S. Wortrey said he now tinderstood some persons were 
in custody for the offence, and were being conveyed to town, 

The Bill was read w first and second time. ; 

The Search for Arms Bill was also read a first time. 

The House then went into a Committee on the Public Meetings 
Bill, and the several clauses were debated. : 

On the clause respecting the interference of Magistrates, on 
account of the presence of strangers,—Lord ALTHorr suggested 
that Magistrates should not be allowed to interfere while there 
was only one stranger present,—Lord CastLereacn thought it 
dangerous to draw any line of desttnction.—Mr. DENMAN said, 
that by this indiscriminate clause meetings at Lloyd's might be 
regarded as unlawful; and the opinion of a single Justice of the 
Pence might determine a meeting to be unlawfel, though held 
under the sanetion of the Sheriff, or of five Justices of the Peace, 
or of the majority of the Grand Jury, if thet single Justice should 
be of opinion that any pérson not a freeholder was present.— 
Lord Fo.xsstonr stated, that the Magistrate might be called 
upod to act in a case of which he had no knowledge, and might 
be tried for murdef in the event of resistance. —Lord Miutow de- 
scribed. the clause as ‘oue of a most-savage nature, as the parties 

resent at the meeting, after the lapse of a quarter of an hour, 
ane felons. ' 

Mr. J P. Grane moved, that instead of a quarter of an hour, 
the time should be extended to half av hour.—After some further 
observations, it was agreed to insert the words—that if any per- 
son, not entitled to attead at.any meeting, should refuse to with- 
draw, upon Proclamation ‘to that purpose by a Magistrate, he 
should be guilty of felony, be 

Mr. DenMAN suggested, that some express provision should 
be made so as to mark out clearly the power of the Magistrates.— 
The Soticrrer-GeneRrau was of opinion, that the Magistrates 
had the same powers as ander the Riot Act.—Mr. J.P. Grant 
contended, that-a Magixtrate had ro right to disperse a riotous 
meeting, except by seizing the rieters. Jt “asa must penal 
doctfine ta‘ hol; that: @ meeting, though illegal, if peaces vs 
might be dispersed by. foree. It would be better that an peer 
enactment should be made to indemiify the Magistrates, ae 
murder eusiiey than to lave the case left so doubt ful,— ‘ 
Socicrror-Gewerat stated the law to be clears the Magistrat: 
had the right to disperse by force an illegal paneinke pine 
parties cowl! not be arrested, then the Magistrate mig mon d 
force; but no more force than the case required.-—The clause 
it stood originally, was theneartied, . 

On the clause respecting Debating Societies, ; hich 

“The Arrorney-GenERaL read some of the ee ‘Boho. 
had been proposed to be debated at Hopkins's Chapel, han. 
One was * Which of the three’ professions has the greates ad 
dency to- harden the’ taman heart+-the hangman, oe all 
digger, or the parson?” ( Hear, and a laugh.) - — = - = 
“ Whether Lord Chief Justice Abbott's refusalto allow ass 
life to read ‘tlie Bible, in the course of his defence, oe auie 
real respect for the sacred writings, or from the vente To 
supposed absurdity and folly might be thetgby exp 
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| Mianaecturing class calied-op, the agricultural class to reduce 
- the price. of their prodace,, whijst the agriculturst said, unless 





only apphed:to-pleces where inoney way received.—TPhe ameud- 
ment wascarried without a division. 

The fext clause was, that all housesy &c. where meetings 
should be hetdy and money taken either for admission or refresh- 
ment, such places not being previously licensed for that purpose, 
stiould be deemed disorderly ltowses.—Mr. Dewan objected to 
one part of this clause.- He did dot know what disorderly houses 
meant, exceptin one sense, whielyhe did not care to name. He 
shoitld move that those words be omitted.—The ameadment was 
negatived without ae division. 

Mr. DENMAN Next moved, that the licences of hovees for de- 
livering lecteres should not be teken, except upon com plait on 
oath that sucty places were applied to ather pérposes than those 
specified in the Bill.-Negatived without a division. . 

Mr. G. Lame moved, tint the period within which Magistrates 
might prosectte indiviriuvals violating this act (six months) ehowld 
be limited to the time in which individuals Nlegatiy proceeded 
against might prosecute Magistrates (three mouths). —This 
amendment "was lost. ; 

Lord CasTLEREAGH moved a clause; that it should be lawful 
for every Man, -at any such meeting, to seize and-apprehend any 
person unqualified to attend such a meeting.—Agreed to. 

Lord Aurmorr objected 10 extending the Bill beyond the dis- 
turbed counties, and also to the want of a provision for allowing 
Magistrates to declare such counties as migiet return to u state of | 
peace released from the efféet of the Act.—The Noble Lord then | 
moved aft amendment to remedy these evils, This was objected | 
to ag tending fo induce persons ofa turbulent character to move 
from one part of the country to another, which might be beyond 
the influence of the Act.—TDhe Committee divided—For the 
clause, 5t—Avyainst it, 191.—Lord: Althorp’s motion was conse- 
quently fost.—Adjourned. 


Thursday, Dec. 9. 

Sir F. Burperr presented the Westminster Petition,—and on 
the motion for its being read,— : } 
Mr, Lameroy said he wished to reply to what had been said 
respecting the state of Newcastle. He was enabled from good | 
information positively to contradict the assertion, that the people 
who attended a meeting in that district were armed; and he also 
had letters frem most respectable persons in Newcastle express- 
ing their surprise and indignation at the libellous reports circu- 
lated of disturbances among them. So absurd were the state- 
ments of alarm relative to the couuty he represented, that he 
should move to except Durham from the operation of tle Seareh 
for Arms Bill.—Sir M. Ripiey added his testimony to. the truth 
of the last speaker's observations with regard tothe exaggeration 
respecting the state of the districts, in question.—The Petition 

was laid on the table, . 

THE DISTURBED DISTRICTS, 

Mr. Bexwver rose to bring: forward his motion for an euquiry 
intodthe state-of the Disturbed Districts, with.a view to promote 
-that investigation, which alone would allay the praseut ferment. 
He wished now. particularly to call the attention of the House to 
the Menufactoring Districis.—-Lancashire,. part of Scotland, aud 
partief Yorkshire. The pooulation of these districts, might be 
statedat’ upwards of 1,000,000; of this number 220,000 were 
working manufaeturers, and. olihose a great portion, were out of 
employ, and these who had work could not earn sufficient to sup- 
port them, on account. ofthe low,state of wages, which, since the 
-year 1816; had been reduced. fram 10s. to 5a, 6d, a weeks and 
even this. sum was. with difioulty pajd by the masters, Ip, the 
neighbourhood of Paisley, he wudearsieod things were still wore 5 
and one class of workmey actually gor nothing} Fro, all be 
could ascertain, discenteat bad followed not distress, . that was 
too mild a term—it had followed famine; and in thip state the 


he got # higher. price.for bis commodity, he could not pay, bis 
rent aud texes.. Was it possible thet in such a state of shings the 
people should not. be digsatixiied? It was a firm persuasion 
amongst them at Mauchester, that long before the 16:h of Aug-s 
the municip»l authorities were their enemies. ‘They were con- 
vincdd that tire, meeting uself was,legal, and they knew that it 
had been dispersed by the sword. e Grand Jury was sap- 
rd to have been imfluenced. by partial considerations ; and it 
ad since appeared, that they were jnstified in theig opinion that 
the Magistrate- et Wartington hed acted illegally. The whole 
proceaiitiig under the Coroner's Jnqueat’ eemed (0 than equally 
unwarrantable,. aw Hose, ip yb ily refusing to go re 
<a0 inquiry upon all these subjects, bad done more to excite 
oan ae inflame animosity, than by any proceeding for g long 
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series of years. HK was believed, that since jhe Manchester 
events, many had. endeavoured to procure arma, After that 
lamentable event, there had been a profound silence, and no com~ 
menication had tekea: place betwixt the matters and the men. 
* Now tumultns, nonquics.” {t was not fair toexpect that the 
people should do every thing, aud the Government nothing. 
Many public works might be undertaken. The abanrd laws 
agatnist emigration might be repeeled, All who conld net earn 
a livetihood at home strould be allowed to people desart lands, 


-He heped no objection would be wade to the motioty and he 


would be happy to lay the first stone of a Temple to Harmony 
and Peace. He concluded by moving for the appointment of a 
Committee to inquire into the present state of the manufacturing 
districts, 

Lord. Cagtiercaan would heve bees happy could he, eon- 
sistently with his public duty, heve aceeded to the motion 
The remedy fer'the evil was, in fact, beyond the power of Par- 
lament. The whole of the eonduct of Government and Partio- 
ment would come under the notice of the Comm ee, and auch 
a delegation of power had never been givea by that Howe to 
any of its Committees, (Hewr, hear !)—Could any mensure be 
more calculated to bring the passions of men inte an tuterminable 
conflict, than to inform the pgitated part of the country, that a 
tribunal was now sitting, ready.to listen to any story whirh one 
neighbour could tell of another, every old complaint, and every 
actual grievance that could be ulleged ? 

Mr. Bartve did not beliewe that it was the intention, of lie 
Hon. Friend to incomber the Committee with any polttioa! tm 

uiry. Bat whut, in point of fact, was the situation ef the di« 
tricts alluded to? What extrordinary cause was it, thet had 
eonverted the people of a loyal, an vitra-loyal county, into 
hordes (as it was alleged) of conspirators and traitors? Nowe 
could be assigned but distress ; and it was incombent on the 
House to ascertain its causes and its extents The distress in the 
manufaeturing districts arose chiefly from a diminished « onsump= 
tion of their menofactures. But ot present all classes were in 
a stafe of distrese, An alarm appeared to have geized them, 
and they were dispoted to act wpou a feeling of sauve qui’ peut:— 
In the course of the Jast three or four weeks, more Britikh pro- 


perry had’ been transferred into foreign fanda, than had been 


nown atany former period. It might be expedient to institne 
an imquiry into fhe state of wages, the operation of the potr 
laws, the carrency, &c. but nothing could be done without in- 
vestigation, 

Mr, B: Witaranam, Mr. Wieiserronce, and Mr. S. Worrcey, 
opposed the motion, on the ground that it embraced jnflammu- 
tory political topics, instead of being confined to the object of an 
enqiiry into commercial distresses.—- Mr. Parties and Mr. Max- 
WELL were in favour of the motion.—The Lonp ApvocaTe ma ‘e 
a long divression respecting the state of Scotland, He spoke ot 
the disaffection in the maoufecturing Gistrict#,—the union socie- 
ties, —tlie schools for the propagation of blasphemy and sedition, 
—the violation of the Sabbutl by the weavers, many of whom 
divided that day between political discngsious and their ordinary 
eccupatious,—the military organization of the Reformers,—the 
late simtiltanedus medtings, and the objects of the seditious, which 
were alindst avowed, he said, to be no less then a general reve- 
lution add division of property. Nevertheless he was convinced 
that THe majority of the people of Scotlayd were loyal aud reli- 
gions. —Mr. Exiice desoribted the conciliating ond successful 
‘means adopted with reapect to the Coventry weavers, Variovs 
gentleinen of that town had raised a fund for the relief and em- 
ploymeut of those people, and the consequence wes, that not 
200 weavers [aw Hon, Member here said not one} had attended 
the radical meeting held there a short time back. He then wamed 


“several political and commercial questions, which, he contende!', 


it wasthe duty of the House immediately to investigate.—Mr. 
aced into his 
‘speech all those topics which were caloulated to inflame the 


‘public’ miud. “But even if he had not done se, he (Mr. Pee!) 


could see no effectual good in the proposed enquiry, as he could 
not imagine how that House could ralieve’ the distreases of the 
people By such temporary and impolitic expedients, ag the artiti- 
cia} creation of employment by the waste of public money, espr- 
cially as that must necessarily encrease taxation, 
Mr, Treaver observed, that the House trave pretty pare 
re that ap enquiry should be instituted into the distress of 
le, But gentlemen ae wonld wot permit’ thine 
Fy, becadve the terms of the motion did not exner! -e 
Bat why would they not enquire into the cowtes Of thine 
distress? Did they méan to say that there wes but die- 
‘tresdin’ the manofuctaring districts?’ The discontent and irrith- 
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tion surely demandett enquiry, at the very time when Parliament 
were passing five or six Bills to repress them. Mr, T. then ridi- 
coled the various attempts to miarepresent the state of the coun- 
try, in the Royal speeches, At first the cause was a transition 
from war to peace, and now the “ transition” was become a 
“ fluctuation.” ( Laughter.) Thus, then, was the sitaation of 
the peoplé held ont to the world—that they were taxed to 
such an extent, that they conid not beer itz that trade was so 
bad, that individuals could not procure a livelihood for them- 
selves, which they had been accustomed to do; that no remedy 
could be found for these evils; that Ministers proposed none, 
and thought of none; and finally, that the. whole mass of the 
population were atheists. ( Hear, hear!) Becavse an enquiry 
was moved for on this (the Opposition) side of the House which 
was accompanied by a speech not palatable to gentlemen opposite 
therefore the inquiry was refused. (Hear.) 

Mr. CANNING insisted, that the professed object of the motion— 
inguiry into the distresses—was quite distinct from the other 
0 which the Opposition wished to add to.it. . Such’an un- 

imited inquiry as that proposed, would rake up all the feuds 
and quarrels of Lancashire; and the Hon. Mover and his Right 
Hon. Friend (Mr. Tierney) would drive the House into the inter- 
minable subject of the Oldham Ingpest, aud the misconduct of 
Ministers for the last five-and-twenty years, just as Mentor 
wished to push Telemachus into the sea, 

After some remarks from Lord FoLk estrone io support of the 
motion, and a reply from Mr. Benner, who denied that ‘his 
speech was.inflammgtory, because he wished the House to look 
at the root of the evt!,—the motion was negatived without a 
division. 

The Training Prevention Bill was read a third time and 
passed. ‘The Public Meetings Bill was reportedyand ordered 
to be read a third time on Monday.—Adjourned. 


. Friday, Dec. 1. 
BREACH OF PRIVILEGE. 

Mr. W. Courtenay called the attention of the House toa 
Breach of Privilege, which he alleged to be contained in a 
pamphlet, some extracts from which had been read on a former 
night. He knew that there was a very proper reluctance to in- 
terfere in matter: of this sort, but as the pablication in question 
was brought before them the course of debate, the House could 
not maintain its dignity, unless it took notice ef an attack so 
gross, that it actually advised the people to reform that House by 
brute force. Their very existence muri be. preserved by a notice 
of this flagrant libel. The Hon. Gentleman then read from 
** A Trifling Mistake in Thomas Lord Erskine’s recent face, &c.” 
the following passage :-— 

** What prevents the pecple from walking down to the House 
and pulling out the Members by the ears, locking up their doors, 
and flinging the key into the Thaines? Is it any majesty which 
lodges in the Members of that assembly?, Do we love them? 
Not at all: we have an instinctive horror and disgust at the very: 
abstract idea of a boroughmonger. Do we respect them? Not 
in the least. Do we regard them as endowed with any superior 
quatities? On the coutrary, individually, there is scarcely a 

rer creature than your mere Member of Parliaments though, 
in his corporate capacity, the earth furnishes not go absolute a 
bully. ‘Their true practical protectors, then—the real efficient 
auti-reformers—nre to be found at the Horse Guarda and the 
Kuightsbridge-berracks. As long as the House of Commons’ 
majorities are backed by the regimental muster-roll, so long 
may those who have got the tax-power keep it, and hang those 
who resist.” 

(There were some partial cheers during she reading of this pa-' 
ragraph, which drew forth the animadyersions of the Hou. Gen- 
tleman.] “The euthor proceeded, continued Mr. Courtenay, two! 
pages farther on, to say that * nothing bus brite force, or the 
pressing fear of ut, would reform the Parliament.” Could.an 
man give tavo meanings to thia passage? Unless the House too 
notice of this work, with whut consistency could they proames 
against those who might-be deluded by the sophistical writer? 
As he wished to proceed deliberately, and did not thimk that a 
mere publisher *hould be proceeded against, he shoald now 
move, (having no meays of knowing the author, who was evie 
deutly a man of education, talent, and cespectability,) that Ro-=, 
bert Stodaret, the publisher, be called 6 the bar on Monday, with 
a view, to the dixeovery of the author. } 


Sir Francis Borner said, it appeared to him, that the. Garten 


never a red ina more odjowa view, than when it 
ite privi in amanner repuguant to the general feelings of 
the country. That House must appear to the public at large in 
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a very extraordinary view. A few nights si acti 
which the whole countty demanded was soleil ania bed 
the character and powers of that House, The House had nem 
then told, that they were not qualified to sift woth; that they 
could not atir one step in a judicial inquiry without coveri: 
themselves with disgrace; that no public benefit could resyit 
from the exercise of sueh functions. But now it was thought pro- 
per to institute a judicial proceeding, to axaume the power of de- 
fining the most difficult and vague of ell laws—the law of libel, 
without giving the accused any possibility of equal trial, or any 
possibility of obtaining justice. ‘The Mouse was to be the judge 
in its own cause, and to punish at its pleasure. (Hear!) Whe- 
ther the charge was true or not, was not the question ; but an 
proceeding against this publication in the mode proposed, could 
only lower and. disgrace the House in the eyes of the country. 
He was surprised that the Hon. Member should not, before pro- 
posing to ascertain the offender, have called upon the Honse to 
say whether any offence was committed. The passage might be 
borne out by the context. He belteved it to be eer ITue, 
that a Boronglimonger was as despicable, as low, a8 any human 
being could be. - But if detached and unconnected passages were 
taken from any writer, they might appear breaches of privilege. 
Mr. Burke had written many pnssages more degrading to that 
House than the passage now quoted. Lord Chatham had said, 
that that was waé a corrapt House, subversive of all law aud 
order, and of liberty of every kind. There had not been a 
great or eminent man for many ages, who bad not clarac- 
terized that House in worse terms than those now to question. 
The privileges of that House had been originally granted for the 
purpose of enabling members to maintain the rights of the people, 
for the protection of members against the officers of the Crown, 
and against being called before the Privy Council to answer for 
doing their duty in that House. (Jfear, hear.) But to exercise 
their privileges in this way was a monstrous perversion of their 
natore and object.’ The passage now brought under the notice 
ofthe House, instead of being a breach epee: admitted of 
the very contrary construction. What did prevent ti® people 
from pulling out the members by the cars? ‘The passage quoted 
said, it was ** force” that prevented them. What did the House 
suy it was that prevented them? What did the Bills say, which 
were how passing to the general disgust of the country ? ( Hear. ) 





‘Did they not say that it was absolutely necessary to have re- 


course to brute forte? (Hear, hear.) This was the very argu- 
ment used by the House itself. They must admit that it was 
more through fear than any attachment to them that they were 
protected. Yef the Honse would now consider it highly penal 
to say 80! He (Sir F. Burdett) contented himself at present with 
opposing the motion for calling the printer to the bar, till they had 
themselves determined whettrer the passage was or was ot 4 
breach of privilege. 

Mr. i tect much pained at the speech of the Hon. Ba- 
ronet. He conténded, that the Hon-e having refused inquiry 
into other matters, formed no reason why they should not exer- 
cise itsprivileges in this case, He had never read a grosser li- 
bel, a plainer incentive to overturn that Houseby ptrysical force. 
The Hon. Baronet and his friends thought the ent Constitu- 
tion bad, and wished to new model it. God forbid that they 
should have avy hand in the néw modelling of the Constitution. 

Lord Jonw Russetc snid it was neither just wor becoming i 
that House to cull ont one seditious libeller, and leave such pub 
lications as the Medusa and Republican unnoticed. He took the 
enme view as the Hon. Baronet respecting the object of their 
privileges: caves of privilege were now little more than com- 
plaints of libela'in newspapers. He moved, ag an ee. 
to save time, that R, Stodart should be called tothe bar on the 
18th of Juiuary. 

Mr. D. Kimwairp was satisfied that the passage deserved “ 
be interpreted’ any thing else tha an incentive to pull our the 
Members by the ears. hat was the real meaning of the = 
sage? That fear of the laws, and sot love, rextramed oe 
people. It was» proposition that miglit be stated of any law 
that was not mild but coercive. ; 

Lord Nugent, Mr.’Witagrrorce, and Mr. W¥xw supporie: vem 
the motion, and Mr. Hume opposed it.—It was Carried withou 
a division. aM bef oat ol +e 

The Search for Arms Bill: wes read’n second, and the 11 
Bill (sent from the Lords) « first time,—Adjourned. 

<2). . 
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BANKRUPTCY suf ERSEDED. 
W. L. Clithero, Liverpool, cotton-manufacturer. 
BANKRUPTS. 

J. Fletcher, Ripley, Derbyshire, deeler. Attornies, Messrs. Few 
A-hmore, and Hamilton, Heurictia-atreet, Covent-garden. ; 

R. Holmes, Northampton, grocer. Attorney, Mr. Jeyes, Chan- 
cery-lane, 

A. Aslat, Church-street, Lambeth, victualler. Attorney, Mr. 
Henson, Bovverie-strett, Fleet-street. . 

W. Smith, New-roed, 8t. Pancras, Builder. 
Saunders, Charlotte-etreet, Fitzroy-square. 

J. Janeey, Liverpool, goldsmith. Attornies, Messrs. Blackstock 
and Bunce, King’s Beacb-walk, Temple. 

J. Bate, Himley, Binfordabire, ve millwright. Attornies, Messrs. 
Price, Williams, aud White, Old-square, Lincaln’s-4nn, 

J. Langdon, Plymouth-dock, victualler. Attorney, Mr. Blake, 
Great Surrey-street, Black {ri lars. ‘ 

A. Bruce, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, merchant. Attornies, Mesers. 
Marriott, Brooksbank, aud Farn, Gray’s-inn- “square. 

J. Woodroof, Gun-street, Old Artillery-ground, turner. Attor- 
nies, Mevsre. Collins and Waller, Spital-square. 

R. Cullen, Russia-row, Milk-street, factor. Attorney, Mr. Pullen, 
Fore street, Cripplegate. 


SATURDAYS LONDON GASETTE. 
—— 
BANKRUPTCIES SUPERSEDED. 
J. Longhurst, Egham Hythe, Sarrey, carpenter. 


BANKRUPTS. 

R. Lincoln, St. James’ s-street, hatter. Attorney, Mr. Grosvenor, 
Verulam- -buildings, Gray’s-inn. 

G. Pullen, York, liueu-draper. Attornies, Messrs. Windle, Per- 
kins, and Frampton, ede eae Gray’s-inn, 

J. Wilcock and N. Hodges, Manchester, woolleni-cord-manufac- 
turers.. Attornies, Messrs. Willis and Co, Warnford-court. 

J JViner, Bath, builder. Attorney, Me. Young, Charlotte-row, 
Mansiou-house. 

J. Nield, Midge-bill, York, clothier. Attorney, Mr, Battye, 
Chaacery-lane. 

W. Quaife, Arande!l, Sussex, innkeeper. Attornies, Messrs. 
Knight and Freeman, Besinghal!-street. 

J. Seen Walsall, Stafford, timber-merchant. Attornies, Messee. 
Price, Williams, and White, Lincoln’>-inu, 

J. Harrison, Portsmouth, tavern-keeper. Attorney, Mr. Alex- 
ander, Carey-street. 

J. King, Portsea, builder. Attorney, Mr, Alexander, Carey- 
street. 

J. P. Hutchinson, Kingston-upon-Eull, whitesmith. Attorney, 
Mr. Dax, Steple-inn. 

S. Walker, Birming: am, and A. and J. Walker, Philadelphia, 
merchants, Atioruies, Mesara. Swaiu, Stevens, aud Co. Fre- 
derick’s-place, Old Jewry, 

A. Shaw, Lower East Smithfield, victualler.’ Attornies, Mr. 
Gilynes, Burr-street, East Smithfield. 

W. Crossley. Doncaster, joiners Attoruies, “Mesars- Wigles- 
worth and Crosley, Gray's-inn. . . 

E. Taplin, Overton, Southampton, shopkeeper. Attoraies, Messrs. 
Palmer and France, Bedford-rqw, . 

J. Wheatley, Nottingham, lace-manufacturer. Attorney, Mr, 
Thomas, arnaed’ s-iun. 

J. Stephens, Wells-street, Ox! ii road, boot-and-shoe-manu- 
facturer, Attorney, Mr. Umney, St. Clement’sinn, 

W. R. Reeder, Stratford-green; victualler. Aitornies, Messrs. 
Evitt and Rixon,: Haydon-square, Minories. ‘: . 

J. Manners, Leeds, grocer. Attornies, Messrs. Amory and Coles, 
Lothbury 

J. Kelsall, Tagule Checblem, garprdanlen, Attorniess, Mepers. 
Adlington aud Gregory ‘ord-row. 

J.T. Grogett, Salford, ree cp liquor-merchaot. Attornéy, 
Mr. Browning, Holborn-court, Gray’ sini 


Attorney, Mr. 
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The sbsolute impossibility of inserting any correspondence just 
now, most be our excuse for not venturing wpou any further 
notices on that subject. 
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A curious fracas has occurred in the French Chamber of 
Deputies, which terminated in the rejéction of the cele- 
brated M. Grecorre as one of the Deputies. Ovr readers 
are acquainted with this question generally. M. Grarcorr, 
a Revolutionary Bishop,—a man famous both for his 
ardour in the cause of French republicanism and of 
general benevolence: (witness his exertions in the cause 
of the abolition of the Slave Trade) was clected 
to the Chamber bythe Department of the Esere, It 
is necessary that half the numbers returned for a De- 
partment shonld have at least a political domicile in it. 
The Isere returns four, of whom M. Grecoie was one, 
and was not domiciltated. Of the otber three, one was 
domiciliated in another Department; one in the Isere ; 
and it was not determined, whether the remaining one 
was domiciliated or no. How this doubt happened, we 
heat not; but it happened very luckily for the opponents 
of Grecorme; a great noise accompanied the debate on 
it in the Chamber ; and the result was, that M, Garaomne 
was rejected by a great majority, amid shouts of Vive le 
Roi! ‘The disturbance was so great, that the President 
was repeatedly obliged to put on bis bat, which is a signal 
that the Members are to resume their wits. It appears 
that the Department fully expected that M. Grecote 
was to be received ; and shewed a spirit not very promis- 
ing towards the nonrreceivers. 


As an accompaniment (or if it pleases our Honourable 
House more, a contrast) to the French parliamentary fra- 
eas, a motion was made in the House of Commons on 
Friday against a pamphlet by an ardent lover. of freedom 
for breach of piivilege. Magnanimous to be sure! and 
worthy of the new constitutional powers and justice of the 
House! The reader will see the passage in our account of 
the debates.- The mover in this case was Mr. Covrte- 
way, a sort of parliamentary prude ;—niece to Mrs. 
Wyww. Sir Faancis Bunverr said, that it appeared 
extraordinary in the House to shew such a sense of injary 
on their own parts, when they had just refused inquiry 
int& cireumstgnces. the most injurious to the rights, and li- 
besties-of the people. But we differ on this occasion with 
the Honourable Barone:, None shew such an exceeding 
sensitiveness to their own treatment, as those who are eon- 





“scious of ill-treating and being justly disliked by others. 


Mr. Liueron has given notice of a motion, soon after 
the Christmas recess, on, the subject of Reform. He very 
honourably, avowed the extent-to which he should go ;— 
Triennial Parliaments, an extension of suffrage to Copy- 
holders and Inhabitants, and Ng er of Rotten 
Boronghs. These changes, sa should urge 
strongly, as the only ones that could give satisfaction to 
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cerely and. heartily glad fo sed a Whig Geatleman at 
length coming forward with a proposal, as well as a speech ; 
and shall watch the-fateof it with due sespect and anxiety, 
But all who agree with him. should. bestir_ themselyes..1n 
the mean time, out of doors as well as -imy-or it will 
umount-to pething after all, but another single ineffectual 
tilt. against Ministerial majorities, a 





Mancuester.—A notice has. been: issued, signed by 
¥5-persons, calling another Meeting in thistown for Mon- 
day-the-T3thinst. The Magistrates. have- issued. avother 
notice, deelaring their alarm at this intention, and the mili- 
tary are said in the Courier to be fortifying, their bar- 
racks, &c. | | 

A meeting was held on Thursday at Leeds, at which 
5,000 ‘people (at least so the’ Courier says) were present. 


The Speakers protested strongly against the: doctrine of 


** physical force,” and a.‘ Remonstrayee”” to.the Prince 
Reagent, was voted, : as 
The booksellers and printers feel themselves. so_ seri- 


ously threatened by the Libel Bill, thata deputation of 


Seven most repectable men of those professions had an in- 
terview on ‘Tbursday with the Earl! of Liaverroet,-and 
laid. before him a statement of the iatolerable nature of the 
previsions contained ia this Bill, and yrged the necessity 
of its undergoing various amendments, to render it possible 
for. some of them to carry on their trade—We Sadetand 
that they were listened to with attention, and that a second 
meeting was settled, when they were to receive the result 
of the consideration that would be'given to their state- 
ment.-«/Morning Chronicle. . 
“ We have’ beard. it hinted, that there. ig. a certain 
measure jn, agitation which mere than any other would 
give occasiog.to severe remarks ; and that it is with.a.view 
10 What may occur, and may even be mentioned before 
many days are over our heads, that somé-of the present 
measures are pressed throngh Parliament.” Times, . 
-Crvyv.—A Common Council was held on ‘lnesday 
last, for the purpose of considering a Petition to Parlia- 
inent against the New-Measures. Mr? Fave. proposed 
a series of Resolutions, declaring the New Bills to be an 
iufringement on the liberties of Englishmen. ‘These were 
supported “by Messrs. ‘Tavtor, Jupp, and Peanson; and 
opposed by Messrs, Dixon, Jamys, Jacks, and Croker. 
A. division Jook place. For the Resolutions, 81 ;— 
against ther, 66. ‘The Lorn Mayor was. in. the mino- 
rity.—-A. Petition to Parliament, founded on, the. Resoju- 
tions, was also adopted, } * 
Soutuwark Meerixc.—Thursday,, pursnant to a Re- 
quisition, signed by severa: inhabitants, a Meeting was 
held in the ‘Town Hall of the Borooch at’ one o’elock. 
About 500 persons were. assembled, and soon after the 
High Bailiff, attended by Sir Rozear Witsex, Cuanies. 
‘Cauvent, Esq. (the Members), entered the. Hall... The 
High "Baliff too t : 
moved a siring of Resolutions, which, with an Address to 
‘both Houses of Parliament against; the ‘Restrictive’ Bills, 
‘were’agreed to. Sir R. Witsoy made‘an eloquent spe—h, 
‘Phe Smithfield Meeting took, place.on ‘Tuesday... Mr. 
-Hunt was the sole speaker. ‘There were. ion and 
ingeriptions ;;,and among: them one, of extraordinary. di- 
mensions, being vearly as big asa play-house scene, with 
the following verses :— | , 
; : ' * CRIPPLEGATE UNION. 
- The Union shall live when tyrants avedead,. 
"Fhis-Usiion, “o firm, fills them with dreads 
This Union’s so friendly, it joins hand and heart, 
No dittiReons noraxes this Union shall part.> ” * * 


Wropersury, the black preacher, was apprehended | 


Int week on a charge of sedition, publicly 
torthe. Radieals to use iron rails as a substitute for 
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The reader-will see-an-aecount of the trial ' 

|DALE’s action against this Paper, for pathehinn ot Ne 
report of certain Vestry proceedings, in which that pvr. 
son’s embarrassments, and consequent nafitness for any of. 
fice of tr ust, were very properly exposed by a parishioner 

As the Plaintiff has, thus withdrawing from. the con 
test, admitted his’ inability- to maintan. that character 
which he had so. indignantly aceused ws-.of injuring 

we should wot have one word to say on the subject, 
were it not for an’ observation of the Lord Chief Jus. 
tice at the close of the business. There is some doubt 
as to the limitation of his Lordship’s meaning, If it was 
mearly meant that we.should not take advantage of Mr. 
Srockparr’s.defeat, and punish him by further remarks on 
his present plight, we are quite willing to.ecquiesce; but 
if the Learn Sudge-iitended his advice to extend to the 
suppression of a report-of the trial, though willing to give 
him every credit for kind’ and’ conciliating intentions, we 
must beg to differ with his Lordship ;—and for this rea- 
son :—T hat not to mention the very natural suspicions 
that would. be excited by so extraordinary a suppression, 
Mr. Srocspate ig not the person to be thus. treated, 
Knowing the real state of his affairs,—knowing (and of 
course much better that we did, though we knew enough) 
that his situation was at Jeast as bad as Mr. ‘Tuarcure 
described it.to be,—he had yet the astounding face to 
cotne inte a court of Jaw, with loud protestations about in- 
jured character,&c,and modestly ask for two thousan:! pounds 
damages! We donot ask; whether he deserves any unusual 
indulgence in-this case, beeause, as Hamlet says, it 13 our 
own“ honour and dignity” that we are toconsuilt ;. but we 
do ask, whether it wonld be just to the public, as weil as the 
parishioners of Paddiogton, that we should (not only re- 
frain from making any aggravating comments, but) interpose 
to preserve him from the consequences of his own folly. 
The distinetion is obvious:: a man, in. grappling with 
another, sinks. down himself. It. may not. be generous in 





Ti 


| the conqueror’ to give the-failen foe a conclusive kick, but 


at least he is not bound to prevent his fall, expecially 
when that foe had acted ia violatien of all delicacy, mo- 
desty, or forbearance, , 


An Imposror.—A dashing Adventurer, who. called 
himself Capt. Prteps, and gave out: that he was the Ne- 
phew of Lord Muzarave, has been playing divers un- 
seemly pranks at ‘Taunton, -His' manners were indeed 
exceedingly bold and familiar: but some of the Pashion- 
ables in the town and neighbourhood maintained that the 
evinced the “ true style,” and, gave evideace.of high birth 
and exalted notions, He was-therefore received ato some 
of “the best company.” . .iew danced: with» one ent 


played cards’ with another, : escorted’ a third, and actual 


made proposals of marriage to one ‘young’ lady. ‘But for 


‘the ‘shallowness of tits’ pocket, (for that of bi ‘head was 


quite overlooked in lis ‘near relationship to a Lord,) Hea- 
ven knows. what might have occurted. As liegot “ nobly 
into debt-with every tradesman who. would trust him, oe 
e anxious forthe cash; and though be put 
on mighty airs of importance when dunned,—swilched bis 
boots,;—raised. his voice,—talked of his Noble Unele,— 


this sort,—yet all would not do; and it was at length dis- 

sree tliat his name vit ear gs Wee “fa ples 

e was a pennyless vagabond, who was living — © | 
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THE INTELLIGENCE OF THE DEBATES VINDICATED. 
BY HARRY BROWN, 

Aurnoven | hold the rogue that edites 
This paper in the best of credits, 
(indéed the thoughts ’twixt lim and me 
Amount to an identity, 
So much I think, and-feel, and see with lim.) 
‘There’s one in which I eah*t agree with him, 
*Tis where he speaks of the debates, 
As coming with their misty weiglits, 

' Like thick November rains and vapours, | 
And taking up the daily papers ; 
So thatall “pleasanter intelligence | 
Gives way to Tory cants of allegiance, 
And to the Whigs, those shilly-shally gents. 


But let him, pray, put-closer to ’em 
An eye 80 fitted to see through ’em, - 
And he'll perceive thet all. the nothings 
He treats with such contempt mean two things, 
And hold the very intelligence, 
The went of which heso lameuts; 
‘Not interlined or written over,-. 
Like letters to a frugel lover, 
But absolutely speaking double, 
Like beef that cries.both squeak and bubble. 


Is Foreign News the news he misses ? 
The Regent’s Speech has all its. blisses ; 
Namely, that there are close relations 
Betwixt the Heads of all the nations. 
The names of fashionable effrontery 
Supply the Arrivals from the’Country ; 
The Leading Articles are there, 

And Sales of Cattle at the fait ; 

And Crimina: Conversations:plenty, 
With damages that shall rack-rent ye 5 
‘And things to. let, including backs; . 
And corner Puffs for mighty Quacks ; 
And Casrcereaen’s odd moods and tenses 
Afford extraordinary offences, 
Although they can, in neither sense, 
Be looked upon 48 Accidents. 

The some great Critic’s beamless eye 
Explains the last new tragedy ; 

And CANNING (qutorum magna pars) 
Follows, as nsual, for the farce. 

‘The ones for which one looks 
-In vain, are evidence o f books 5 
And something like sapenions particles 
To vivify the Leading Articles 5 
Ang what ebound at other sessions, 
‘Last Dying Speeches and Confessions? 
Which last, | own, are sad omissions. 
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should adelress them. It was a general rule certainly, but 
it. was iliberal, arid conirary to tlie spirit of Englis men. 
He then proceeded ta review the Bills now passing through 
Parliament, which he characterized. as infringements of 
their rights and privileges. “The right of public meeting 
he considered to be a right of nature, derived fram no 
government, and too sacred to be interfered with by any 
set.of men. (Applause.) “When God gave to them the 
means of communicating their thoughts one’to another, he 
sanctioned that communication, and sanctioned also the 
best.means by which that communication could be ef- 
fected. (Cheers.) ‘There was another point, not less dear 
to the people of Enagland,—he meant the acknowledged 
right of a frée and unshackled press. So far from any 
new shackles being imposed, it ought to be relieved f?om 
those under which it at present groaned. With respect to 
the other Bills, they all tended to one and the same end, 
in various ways; namely, to add to the severity of laws 
already in force, and {o infringe on the rights dnd liber- 
ties of the country. Taken together, they could only 
be Joaked on as a code of despotic power, giving . lega- 
lity to those acts of authority, which, under various 
pretences, had been at times exercised by individuals, 
One Act went directly to contravene the established doc- 
trine, which declared every Englishman’s hoiise to ‘be his 
castle. Here was @ measiire that rendered the house of 
every man subject to search, at any hour, dey, or night, in 
order to find arms, onthe information of any spy or ia- 
former. (Shame.) But he begged leave to observe, theag 
the people of England had hitherto a right to be armed in 
their own defence. (Cheers. ) He would say more: b 
the law, as it now stood, every man ought to be Since 
that he might be enabled to assist in Preserving the pece, 
if he were called on. (Cheers.) Whoever knew what 
had been the operation of a similar Act, empowering 
Officers and Magistrates to search for arms in Ireland— 
whoever knew what urihappy scenes it led to in that coun- 
try, must be a dolt and an idiot not tc perceive the effects 
it wotild probably produce in this. ( Applause.) The 
Hon. Baronet exhorted them still to continue to lift ap 
their voices against these most flagrantly unjust measures, 
They should sjill meet, although under yery unconstitu- 
tional restrictions, and they might still demand the restora- 
tion of the Constitution, (Cheers) He did lope, that 
in,this crisis, all mén wodld see the necessity of proceeding 
on somé principles that would be acceded to by the greatest 
possible number of persons, for the purpose of procuring ap 
efficient opposigjol to thoxe degrading restrietions which the 
present Administration were endeavourin ng to fasten on the 
country. He trusted that individuals would percelve the ab- 
solute necessity Siero aside political asperities-of con- 
right hate Doon another, f eiving up political opisions that 
carried to too great an extent, 30 as to 
fone effectual mena for the altainmpent of the great oh- 
1 Without specifying an y pelsicniar plan,“he thought 
e might safely say, that all honest minds were coming 
fast iothis conclusion—that some effv-ctual reform was pee 
ome Te ite the a ie had nan 10 say 


owe ioding for a ot Bathrans ia. a 
liament, sired to Pe be en) h of Universal 
pane! F whaneas was.an Act of High eh Tremont 
tt it were High Treason, then he had 
traitor and a cpospiator even within t of 


es EE of Commons.—(Cheers.)—That he had not a 
right to, peti petition against - ubuses of that House, or 
ra 


her of the Borou gos Bee doetri 
to him, “Why iol wc the not? ‘He bed taken no oath 
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of the Worthy Baronet, and. thank 
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the Parliamentary. 


Miwority, and their Representatives. Tlie last Resolution. 
recommendrd ail the hberal Members of the Honse’ of 
Commons to withdraw from Parliament as soon ab the 
new Bills stiould pass. The reading of this was rectived 
with cries of “ No, no! ; and whea it was proposed, Lord 
Atuore observed, that though all confidence in the, 
House was at an end, the independent members would not 
therefore be justitied in deserting their posts, and leaving 


the whole gaine in the hands of their opponents. (Cheers. 
They could sti! influence the peaple 


y the expression of 


their sentiments, diffused as those sentiments would be 
throughout the country by means of the public journals., 


(Hear! 


! 
Mr. Bait then. shortly addressed the electors to the 


same purport, and the obnoxious Resolution being with- 


drawn, he others were passed with acclamations. 


"Two 


were also added, particularly thanking Sir F. Burdett for 
his manly speech in Parliameat upon the Address, and 


Mr. Lamb for his constant and spirited exettions, 


The 


High, Bailiff was also thanked, and the Meeting dissolved ; 


just before which some 


Radicals came up with white 


wands, and a banner, which the people-tore to pieces with 


great Andignation. 


_ FINE ARTS. 
_PHE LATE E. BIRD, ESQ. R. A. 
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so thatthe mind; stro fixed by: i; 

of the Painter, was ie " Cnt . = reba 
winch they were-shewa. But his powers wi wae et 
cessfully employed in the painting of Senne Cote ec 
passions whiclr occur-in the usual intercourses of life t , 
to the display of herme action and feeling; his nailone os 
defective forms wereradverse,-and the effet of on 
further weakened by the badness of his colouring dt. 
the most part’ by his feeble execution. His strong incre 
capabilities bad no suitable auxiliaries from the ph lal 
properties of his pencil, i8. graphic iinpressions were 
reflexes of passing occurrencies,, but they lost half their 
impressiveness by the inadeqnate vghicles by which be con- 
veyed them to the eye of others. In fine, bis conceptions 
were evidently first-rate in subjects of humour and ot mary 
ousness in familiar life, but his execution was vapid. © {t 
is here that he Was inferior to Mr. Witmie, who so ad- 
mirably practices the mechanism of his Art, by which 
means he brings his subjects to greater perfeciion than Mr. 
Biro has, though he has not yet appeared capable of so 
great a variety.af feeling as Mr, Binv. Mr. Wikis has 
indeed dreated us with grave as well as comic scones, but 
he has never touched our hearts-so deeply.as.Mr. Biro 
has in his Chevy Chace,Job, Deathof Eli, &e. while Mr. 
Brrp has moved his pencil.feom grave to-gay with a mas- 
ter’s command of our: feelings.’ His pictures of the 
Rafflers for a Watch, Villuge Choristers, Good News, 
Will, &c., prove that our smiles of hu- 
mour and satire were as obedient to his: pencil as out sad- 


Or the “sea of troubles” in life, with which the feeling | dest sensibilities. Such hold indeed do his best, perform- 
heart is often agitated, there is none.more deeply afflicting ; ances take of our feelings, that the lapse of years does. not 


than the, death of that other self, a best loved companion 
and friend, though to the immense majority of mankind 
the evil in each case assaults only the survivors in the do- 
inestie circle of the departed. But when a man of genius 
dies, though the bosom friend suffers with exclusive acute- 
ness, the numerous faiily of taste, confected as they are 
by the similarty of their intellectual pursuits and enjoy- 
ments, lament the loss. It is the going off of a favourite 
ower in lile’s garden, and which cannot be replaced. ‘The 
regret is'genuine and continued. Such regret has followed 
the death of Mr. Birp ; for Geist his defects as a painter 
were such as to place him.much below the loftier stations 
of Art, his merits ranked him much above the lowér, and, 
* In‘cettain touches of the pathetic, he has not been at any 
time surpas-ed; His forte fay also in tracing the daily 
current of human existence, and those events in history, 
which are connected with aod elicit the domestic charities 
of life, while to the forms and feelings of elegance and 
grandeur he was on the whole unequal. Thus his C 
Okace, exhibited in the British Institution Gallery in 181 
‘and ptircliased by the Marquis of Srarron, has some- 
thing of vulgarity in some of the main tigures, while there 
is a delicious anguish of look in the woman who turns 
shead ip bprror from the sudden discovery of her slain 
husband, and an amiabe ee inthe boy looking at 
his dead master, &e. His Death of EA, wo, is profuse in the 
thetic, and in feelings of terror, so that it touches the con- 
nes of elevated Art, and would ‘morte decisively, had it 
the choice forms and cofdur of rroat Ttallan Master 
In other works also he told the tale of woe touchingly 
to our ‘legrts, though in his. latter historical works, in 
which he eet es 
: ‘ Chesea mournful muse 
| Boft pity to infuse,” 
hie evidently declined in power as he declined ia health. 
Io his best pictures ‘he had considerable invention of inci- 
dent, so as fo add force to the impression of ,the prime 
circumstances by minor ones, which never interfered with 
the subject as a whole, but assisted in rendering. it.moré 
coniplete as “a beginning, a middle, and an end.” His 
iuveution was fertile ia his comic as well as tragi¢ subjects, 


» 
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dismiss them froin the memories of our hearts ;, but the 
griefs and the gaieties of our passing lives renew: thein in 
our recollections—a striking evidence of their genuineness, 
and that his works will survive the) fleeting duration ot 
mere mediocrity.. Human nature itself has gGaranteed to 
his genius the conservation of its fame. eet 

Mr. Biro’s defects most probably artose more from in- 
duced habits aad dafavourable cirguinstances than original 
constitutionot iad. His, business when a youth asa 
painter of japan Wares, and afterwards his occupation of a 
drawing-master, in which subsistence was as indispensible 
as the partial tuition of pupils, mast have created habits ot 
hasty conception and execution adverse to correet ‘and high 
aitainments. ‘That profoundness of thinking and careful- 
ness of hand—that training of eye to beautilul and grand 
forms—that learning and science—that slower and constant 
exertion to performthe best and bever than heretofore— 
that nourishmént’ of the ‘fine impulses of mind which 
brought the great Magers’ as’ ‘near to perfection as they 
were capable of being brought—that pursuit; in fine, of 


the mechanism and the phildsopliy of Artnecessary to the 


greatest possible acquireinents, cifcumstances did not afford 
our Paina but ne degree distantly proportioned to his 
capabilities... Opportunity is as necessary, as natural gifts 
to the develope:neat of geajus, The rare eurth-star—tlie 
diamond—~must be disengrusted and polished before it oan 
give uy its brightest fashings. 
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LAW: 
-COURT OF KING'S BENCH. 


: —MACTRONI & MoRMAY. | La, 
This was an action brought against Mr. meas ys Se Sr i 
of the Quarterly Review, on account’ of au'atticle in: that wor, 

Si es Sas Rep Te 
aint ative to t : ‘or z 
Wis article stated that Count “Macironi,” being empowered OY 
the Emperdr of Atistria' th offer Murat a. reveent; weet '° |” 
Ex-King at Ajaccio, in Corsica, where he bad prepared ue 
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dition to recover Naples» Mupat. declined the proposal, and 
M. Macironi then furnished him with the passport (which he 
had received to enable Murat to retire to Anstria) for the pur- 
ose of assisting him to gét through the English blockade. The 
article then insinuated that this conduct furnished a reaxonabie 
expectation that the plaintiff would come eventually to the 
gallows. 
~ It was contended: for the plaintiff, that this was a malicious 
imputation of motives by which M, Macivoni could not have 
been actuated, because the passport for Murat asa private in- 
dividual could never have aided him-when accompaufed by an 
armed expedition. 

For the defendant, it was stated, that Macironi was in the ser- 
vice of Murat before the dethronement of the latter, whom he 

itted on that eveut taking place. ‘He was then employed by 
te Allies to treat with Muratas above mentioned. ‘Belore he 
went to Ajaccio, he went to the Commarider of the English 
squadron, aud desired him te remain at Bastia, till he knew the 
result al the negeciation, Murat refused the offer, and con- 
spiring with Macironi, wrote a, letter affecting to accede, while 
he actually sailed for Naples with the expedition. Could any 
thing be more base than thie? 

The Jury scareély waited for the summing up, and returned 
a verdict for the defendant. 


COBBETT'S REGISTER,—WRIGHT v. CLEMENT. 

This was an action against the defendaut as publisher of the 
Register, for two Vibels in that publication on the plaintiff. The 
public are very well reqnained with Mr. Cobbett’s dispute with 
this gentleman, who wes the confidential person entrased with 
Mr. C.’s proposal to discontinue the Register, if Government 
would not send him to prison. The first libel was pablisted in 
January 1817, and was drawn forth by some remarks in the 
Times, which Mr. Wright was charged with having written, 
and improper motives were imputed to him for so doing. The 
second was occasioned by the disputes about Cobbett’s well- 
known lewet whith charged Hant with * going abont the coun- 
try with a whore. another man’s wife,” Ke. In this publication, 
Mr, Cotsbett catled-the letter a forgery, aud spuke of Mr. Wright 
asa * oaitiff” whose conduct ** surpassed any thing that was 
ever imagined of moral turpitude.” He then proceeded to ac- 
cure the defendant of borrowmg money in his name and without 
his authority, €&e. ; 

Mr.-Hansard the printer, Mr. John Paul, an accountant, Mr. 
Jackson, tate publisher of the Register, and Mr. Thomas Cleary, 
were called to prove that the letter about Hunt was io the hand- 
writing of Mr. Cobbets—The defendant's Counsel dia not jus- 
tify. the libel, but pleaded, that he was only the vender of the 
publieation, and shat bis servants had sold it without his con- 
sent, which he called witnesses to prove. , 

The Jary acquitted the defendant for the firs¢ publication, but 

found him guilty on the second, giving the plaintiff 5002. damages. 


COURT OF COMMON PLEAS. 
Monday, Dec. 6. 
: STOCKDALE ¥. HUNT. 

This wae en action brought by Mr. Stockdale, bookseller of 
Pall-Malt, agaiint Mr. Joha Hant, the Proprietor of the Examiner, 
to recover demages for a libel, to be contained in a state- 
ment in that paper of the 18th atApnis which the plaintifaverred 
had injured tis character a» a tra any Mt maleeeee ven 
report of the proceedings et @ Paddington Vestry, ti ‘or t 
pur of ‘electing eharch wardens be ‘the perich,The de- 
fendant had pleaded a /jusaifi y—first, that the report was a 
correct one; and next, that the fuots reported, os far es they con- 
creed the plaiatiff, were tr#e.4-The damages were laid at 

VO0Ls, | 


Mr. Sergeant Lens stated the case for the plaintiff. He was 
pleased to commence by some high compliments to this paper for 
talent atid extensive effect, from which he To “the 
alleged libel was the more lwirmfu! to his client. Mr. Stockdale 
had been long well knowa as an'eminent bookseller in Pall-Mall, 
and had always borve a mm st respectable er . He had 
certainly once enjoyed grealet proxperity; but owing to @ 
Variety or lowes oe of Lich hide the cowmeqegee of an acci- 
dent of 4 fire) his circumstances were vow cons bly narrowed, 
Such however was his setise of propriety, that he had aceom- 
panied bis reduction of means with a reduction of tis expendi- 
turey-wletting all his house in Pall-Mall except the shop, and re- 
tiring to @ «mall house at Paddington. After having served the 
office of charvhwardeu Sa slant pincioh forthe your oocugp he | 
last, be was pat in uomination as a cundidate for the same 
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for the succeeding year, at the election which took place in the 


LLL 


amount 
boundew 


fast mentioned month. Out of the occurrences at that period the 
present action arose. The Kreminer of the 18th April bad en 
article under the head of “ Parish of Paddington,” whieh com- 
menced thus :— . 

“A. Vestry was held- in the Vestry Room of this. Perish oa 
Tuesday last, for the election of Church wardens, and other Offi- 
cers for the year ensuing.-Mr. Stockdale (booksrlier of Pall- 
Mal!!), and Mr. Bisne being proposed for Churchwardens, Mr. 
Thatcher asked Mr. Stockdale, whether he intended his name 
should stand? and, if elected, whether he should serve the Office? 
He said,—Certainly. ‘Then, said Mr, T. it is my painful duty to 
tell this Vestry, that the money is not safe in your hands. The 
Parish bas been rabbed of 2,500 already; and as you have now 
two sets of creditors to whom yon have a dividend to pay shortly, 
it will not be advisable for the Parish t» trust sv much money in 
your hands. Mr. Stockdale-—** It's false, Mr. Thatcher.”—Mr. 

utler said, that a respectable creditor of Mr, Stockdale’s had 
told him iast week, that Mr. S. owed him and many others a con- 
siderable sum of mouey, and that about two years since, he, with 
other creditors, had been called together, and atime fixed for 
the payment of a dividend, which time had expired, and he had 
not received a single shilling. Since then, Mr, 3. had con- 
tracted new debts, and both the old and the new creditors were 
called together, and a future time fixed for the payment of an 
instalment.—Mr.S, did not reply to this, but merely said, that 
the Office was not to be courted by any one, and that be intended 
to have resigned last year, but his brother Officers were so well 
satixfied with him, and so desirous of his assistance, that they 
declared they would not serve unleas he did.” 

The rest of the article (proceeded the Learned Counsel) related to 

parish officers who managed the polling, aud contained some 

very unfair insinuations respecting their partiality; but as it did 

not directly implicate the plaimtiff, he (the Learned Counsel) 

would not make it the subject of any argument. With respect to 
th first part of the account, he did not mean ty say, that there 

Was any impropriety in one of the parishion¢rs muking such 
statements at a vestry respecting a candidate for a parish office, 
in order that they might become the subject of discussion am 

the parishioners, But what he complained of was, that they 
should have been inserted in a newspaper and thus published to 
the public in general ; when the majoruy of the readers of that 
newspaper were quite iguoraut of the affairs of the parixh or the 
character of the plaintiff; and would naturally therefore, after 
reading the statement in.question, feel persuaded that Mr. Stock- 
dale was a-man unfit to be trusted with mouey, and one who had 
a great number of creditors (for to such a couclusion. the vague 
statement would lead) none of whom had ever been paid. Now 
what were the facts? Mr. Stockdale, being embarrassed in 1813, 
procured a letter of licence from his creditors; and in conse 
quence of that kind indulgence was enabled to satisfy their de- 
mands in fall, In i817, being then also labouring under diffi- 
culties, an assignment of his business was made ty certain trus- 
tees, who were erranging to settle with the creditors; and 
though that had not yet been effected, there was every prospect 
that it would be, ee | Mr. Stockdale was using all the means in 
his power to forward the desired object. But were these fects 
eny thing like the assertions in the newspaper account? Did 
they presenythe same picture of Mr. Stockdale's state of affairs ? 
Certainly néts; the Examiner could only have published the ac- 
count therefore wul the melicious intention of widely dissem)- 
nating § SS aiaate, which would be believed by the majority of 
its reavlers, in the absence of other information respecting the 
plaintiff; and. from this publication Mr. Stockdale had not only 
undergove poin snd mortification, but his credit was igjured by 
such alamuious reports ;——for which he now sought compeutea~ 
Oe 


when Sergeant Pex. addressed, the Jury for, the, defesdant. 
When 


the occurrence which formed the »ubject of this ection - 


, the parish of Paddington liad sa {o an enormous 
the defaulting of its officers, It therefore poemree 
| doty of “every parishioner to state to the inhabitant 
when assembled for the purpose of electing officers why would 
have as large a sum as GOOL in their hands in the course of Uy 
year, whatever they knew of the character and situation of the 
candidates. ‘The question in thix case wax, whether the account 
wes ontroe, or garbled, or whether there was an thing P- 
reseed, which might be ih fevour of Mr. Stock dale. 
Routiaa Counsel 1 quoted that part of the account ' 
speaks of Mr. Stockdale's aysertion that he was induced Whe 
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only by the solicitation of his brother officers: from which he im 
ferred, that the defeudant bad put forth every thin 
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wenionte wothiog 
and he ts stb a eveditorto the amount of ie Hemet 
somé titerest with the monies paid between 1813 end [817 7 
tire Charles Ollier svatedy-that Mr. Hunt was in the Church, in 
which stood a great ‘number of the persons present, who ine 
not able, for want of room, to ret intothe Vestry. ’ — 
Benjamin Abrahams; Sheets Officer,-arrested the plaintiff on "Se 
the .23d.of Pebrudry last; for 8801s; ‘Took ttim to a. lockup q 
es Pai Gent mamas ee detained four or five in 
nother witness (we presume the keeper of the loeck- A 
‘stated that Mr. Stockdale was dischagged on the bth dere — f 









be conatrned in favour of the plaintiff, thee proving- thatthe ac- 
count was written with no mulicions ynténtion. é defendant 
wes indeed himself present at the Vestry. nd Nad fairty tepre- 
stnted-all that passed. Wheo MrPhatcher, knowing the sitaa- 
tion of the plaintiff, asked him at the Vestry whether he*per-* 
severed in offering himself as a candidate, it was with the very 
per motive of giving Mr. Stockdale an opportunity of retiring 
‘« sitaation in which it wae neither prédent not decorousfor " 

lim to sppear, Upon Mr. Stockdale’s replying in the affirmative, 
Mr. Thatcher felt 1t his daty to inforay the tohabltiines of what he 
knew of him; and the Jiry would be setisible that in these times 
of general distress, it was a most important thing to be extremely 
dantioua ito. what hands the sine monéy was evtru , lest 
the hetenyal of thet rust ghould expose a numberof the string. 
went the frequently ruinous necessity of a second pay | 
eir re a 





































Mr Curteis, Overseer. of the Parish of Paddington j 
1817,di-tramed the plaintiff's goods for the Poor’s Rate-(1l Ie) 
ee teem and ineffectual applications for payment. A table 
















or oF e. we CES ace ro i; : ' 
? ylation fap sfatementa made undorenc¥ciretmistancés, | A witness tgied udshton, was then placed in the box, wh AX 
* Bi he. iriiow fea, those w o the. Learned juler' kU the pleiftiff’s Counsel an he T 

gation he ftiha “against - | Seockdale meatit'to proceed 3.on which a:conversation took 


; in making them. The 
ih pabliching them; ‘and as Mr, StdekGite Wadwolunta rity a | PS aroe ; , 

to that course, lie Had now ‘Wéneatiy tome forward'to prove'| The Loxp Cures-Juerien expresxed ‘his satisfaction at this An 
' wee, “Andihe qhestion forthe Oifsideration of the Jury, | arrangement, aud gabe teas- his opinion (asfar as.we could hear . 
divested of all technitatities and embarrasting details, would'be, | from the noise in Court), thet it would'be more liberal in the de- tree 


fed oearideer being stopped), and .it was agreed Gathine 


er the plainiff was or was not & person Unfil to be church: | fendant to abstain fiom seis the question by férther publica- spec 
‘sate "Fle Jaty were to observe, how Stee here Was tid}tion.” In the eourse of the, oon ings, and eta doring till 
i tioa on the moral character Of Mt. Stockdslethrowphdet |-the depositions af the witnesses, his Lerdship shewed an evident we 
ication. Tt wa¥ ieant, and tr wi ‘oweds thatthe |} spose that the plaintiff bead totalty in the grain object of his 
extreme em sament was the reason-why the money} actions and. cut aswery pretaresery sm a pre the LL Ms., for san 
was nasafe in his hands. We would how’ chme'to partituras} which distress was levied upon:the.plaintifi’s, goods. be 
in 1813, Mr. ‘Stockdale, being in considerable difficutties,'was | [As many persons were not.qware at the time that the defend- paw 


















cual cadet orhoene o atasenrdieahs paki eisai Meckes eat inf 
nse k , ej. ‘ 
the ei oftheir clas hi however a hot sfficients ie . . ly v 
for Ww 1817, still labouring unde crest difficulties, aw assi Sa ° ke 
Of his business was een” to ceriéin trustees, end 8 eerie Psat ACCIDENTS, OFFENUVES, §c. . ~ 
es with the creditors, woder which were to récci¥@ | be gk Mak, lllaadiaaada OE BR <> V 
Goanndh qrewnseincien, Ne tins Leavoed Cofineil) wot ontion “Wednesday, de Mrs, Wallan, of Sees Baronet, ee 
n few viherdetached fits.” Tw Feb. 1819, (only & montly or six’| “e* stung by the Bre, Ks Jouies, het sonsin ttws we a iotent a 
wrecks Before the Vestry Meeting) Mr. Strckilele was arrested | A state of intowication, seized « shatter, ane gave ter a ¥icwm beer 
under an execution for debt, avd kept five days mm a tock-tip eA ae a ee ” : : coul 
hoase, ‘before’ he-coliid Mud tieand to tatinfy the creditor. “Phe | Pog" cid: woman fainted; but, notwithetanding, the brute: cor- 
plainislt” wai wnnble fn"2817 to pay-n° euttl onder Mty., nidihis | “wued Tis violence, and seeing: thas wiue: 9 pormens, tnd or rer 
re rwere distrained for the amour ee’ oy ‘sary amatt.| *embled'iw front of the houwe, he ‘the armed himself the | 
1 aled, ha worldhe ai evidlenes the pheiwir wae same" with -o “kilife, and rites ‘tomarder: the first -that came in. in le 
pbiaedin'a Conrt of i “Ple would a re the 4 es De ea i cae wesekure ae dish 
é fais te aban mares | y ; fellow so. 4 
ie alae reas ay walelah pethine ere tion | C208 hint to ‘throw owt his. knife-end-worrender.” He was grac 
af thentle odie cere . a a reat remrccn then-conveyed to the Borough Compters and Mre. W, was taken wid 
F he. PE ed Tt tothe Hospital, where she lies without hope of recovery. mad 


trade: bew'could the unfortunate gentleman twlk thas, when/be | | : / Sry ; ; 
Saiteonaving ouder the presenre of composition, the terms of A few nights since four men, disgdiséd @s gipsies, broke into 


! Th ibel spok the Packhorse poblicehouse, in Mepledown, near Bath, ‘The hind 
whieh he was unable to fittfil ¢ The alleged Jibe spoke of the went up atalte, “ilies Mr. Alwright (the landlord) aud his site oree 





















intiffHaving (we sets Of creditors. “In sayihg this, Mr. That- ; e 4 ow ® 
‘ Iior petlwpe ituded to the letter of ligense w4St3, and the as- | were in bed, end covering their-faces in the oe foe with 
signment of 1817. But if every particular could not ‘be exactly | threatened to murder :thein if they attempted es eal = Mice ly 
proved, at least no ‘malignity could ‘be shewn ini tlie defendant; One, who was armed with a blunderbuss, “eee ii. the a 
94 he (the Learned Counsel) tytild not but think that the privi- whilst the otbers searched ‘the -hovse and pare hich inha 
ege of publishing true narratives of proceedings, subh as thoxe at | Movey-and every thing valuable. whiely they could Oats 6 Oe as n 
the Paddington Vestry, was one of the great bleséings resulting oceupied them an hour, They then ent rigs “hiss forg 
frory a free | ; and that the public were extremely interested | 4R8i9, and drawing a knife across his the threatened 4 es 
| ; with instant death {fF fie did not swear to: no alarm til dey con 
4in the know of occurrences, which woutd $0-greatly tend to | pans " : ul efter 
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